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Pax Christi Team Uncovers Priceless 

Treasure in Puerto Rico: Solidarity 

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which 

a man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field. Matthew 13:44 

 

The ten Pax 

Christi team 

members who 

made the trip 

to Puerto Ri-

co knew that 

they were go-

ing to help 

the people of 

M i r a f l o r e s 

overcome the lingering  effects of Hur-

ricane Maria’s devastation. However, 

they were surprised by the gifts they 

received in exchange for their efforts. 

You see, the people of Puerto Rico 

have grown in strength in the midst of 

their adversity. And Pax Christi team 

members were the beneficiaries of 

their wisdom, endurance and creative 

problem-solving.  

The Casa Solidaria Team has devel-

oped a philosophy that is very similar 

to that of Pax Christi. They emphasize 

the importance of diversity, solidarity, 

stewardship of the planet, support of 

community, and priority of family. 

Casa Solidaria, in its efforts to ad-

dress the extreme damage that Hurri-

cane Maria caused in rural, low in-

come communities, is working to devel-

op a community center model to give 

the residents the tools to initiate a sus-

tainable and participative recovery pro-

cess. They provide both financial oppor-

tunities through grants and community 

support to grow micro-businesses so 

that these “entrepreneurs by necessity” 

can make enough money to support 

their families through their own efforts. 

Pax Christi Little Rock is finding a great 

deal of common ground as we work in 

Puerto Rico with our peace partners. 

We realize that the core of our faith is 

lived out through the relationships we 

form with others. Pax Christi works to-

ward community-building in all of its 

projects, realizing that as we connect 

with others, we are made stronger and 

more able to overcome adversity. Addi-

tionally, we learn new perspectives and 

thus are able to better understand and 

relate to those who are different from 

us.  

It is such a gift for us to be able to work 

side by side with our Puerto Rican 

friends. As Dr. Margara Reyes Lopez 

shared with us during an activity at our 

party yesterday, Puerto Rico is having 

Casa Solidaria and Pax Christi 
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Peace Offerings 

Pax Christi’s Monthly Mission 

Our custom is to contribute 

to a different peace and so-

cial justice cause at each of 

our monthly meetings. In 

April, we will be collecting 

for our project to fill back-

packs with school supplies. 

This next school year, we are adding two extra 

schools to our list, and we will need approxi-

mately $10,000 to buy all of the necessary sup-

plies. Stay tuned for the announced date for 

packing the school supplies and delivering them 

to  schools. We would love your help! 

to overcome “monsters” 

as it is paving a path to 

uncover its treasures. 

Monsters like hurricanes, 

discrimination, and gov-

ernment corruption. Soli-

daria provides opportuni-

ties for individuals and 

communities to get 

around these monsters to 

reach their  treasures. 

We worked on several 

projects while in Puerto Rico, including renovating 

Dõna Norma’s home, preparing a field for plowing so 

that Casa Solidaria could provide community gar-

dens/greenhouse for Miraflores, and beginning a 

solar panel project to supply sustainable energy. 

However, our experience was so much richer. Dr. 

Margara Reyes took us through an exercise during 

our Friday night “solidarity party” that pulled to-

gether so much of what Puerto Rico is teaching us. 

Using various props, she asked us to demonstrate 

how we might build a path through all sorts of diffi-

culties (monsters) to reach the treasure (individual 

and community strength, empowerment, sustaina-

bility, self-esteem). She talked about opportunities 

along the way such as the support of one another, 

education, grants, etc. that we could use to reach 

the treasures. As we were talking about all the 

things we would do to reach the treasure like talking 

together to make a plan, holding hands on the jour-

ney, building walls around monsters, and then try-

ing to transform the monsters to make them a part 

of the solution, we all spontaneously got down on 

the deck of the gazebo and began rearranging  rocks 

to make a path through the monsters to the treas-

ure. We continued to talk and learn as we completed 

the model. And when we were finished, Dr. Reyes 

observed that the solution looked like a person, with 

the symbol for opportunity (bells) placed where the 

heart is and the treasure (solidarity) at the head. It 

taught us at a deep level that we must work together 

Every ravine will be filled, and every mountain 

and hill will be brought low; and the crooked 

shall be made straight. . . Luke 3:5 

if we are to build the kingdom. The creative energy 

increased exponentially as we all knelt on that floor 

and worked together to solve the problem. And then 

the fact that the solution yielded something none of 

us planned, the model of a person, let us know that 

God was involved in the process. Just as God is in-

volved in our work with Casa Solidaria in Puerto Rico.  

In looking back on our experiences in Miraflores this 

week, it became apparent that each time we interact-

ed at an authentic level with people of this communi-

ty, new creations came into the world. For example, 

when we were working in the field on Thursday, two 

organic farmers of some renown in the region came 

striding across the field, speaking to us in Spanish. 

We worked very hard to piece together a conversation 

to understand what they were saying, finally figuring 

out that they had come to help when they picked up 

a rake to work by our side. They showed us how to 

work more efficiently in moving all of the bamboo off 

the side of the hill. They encouraged us to work with 

them even though 

we were clearly not 

as strong. We were 

not aware fully of 

who they were un-

til we spoke with 

Javier, a CS work-

er, later that day. 

He told us excited-

Overcoming Monsters 
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PEACE PARTNERS 

Peace Partners highlights various peace and 

social justice organizations that share our 

vision: active promotion of peace in our 

neighborhood, state, country and world. The 

goal is to increase awareness of the many 

organizations in our area that work for peace 

through social justice and invite joint ven-

tures between these groups to increase the 

effectiveness of our mission. 

Habitat for Humanity of Central Ar-

kansas is part of a global, nonprofit 

housing organization operated on 

Christian principles that seek to put 

God’s love into action by building 

homes, communities and hope. In their 

mission statement, this organization 

states that it seeks to bring people to-

gether to build strength, stability and 

self-reliance through shelter. Habitat 

for Humanity of Central Arkansas was 

founded in 1989 and to date has built 

and rehabbed over 160 homes in Cen-

tral Arkansas, and built and financed 

over 30 homes overseas. This ecumeni-

cal group welcomes all to participate in 

this endeavor. Contact 501-376-4434 

if you would like more information. 

SOLES FOR SOULS 

Over the past month, 432 corks have been donated. 

Added to the total number (10.431) sent out to 

Soles4Souls previously, our total is now 10,863. 

Please save the corks from those wine bottles and 

remember to bring them to our next PCLR meeting, 

drop them off at 415 N. McKinley St., #1040, LR or 

call 663-5075 and we will pick them up. Thank you!  

ly that the fact that these two men (Lorrie and Edgardo) had come 

to the field affirmed their efforts as organic farmers as they were 

clearly the experts in the region. Javier was quite emotional about 

the whole thing. I like to think that if we Pax Christi women hadn't 

been working out there, they might not have joined in the work. A 

small thing perhaps, but who knows how these little ripples affect 

the big picture? 

Another small miracle has to do with the sweet woman, Dõna Nor-

ma, whose home we were painting and repairing.  According to Am-

arilis, she has always been very shy and would not interact with 

many people at all, either in the community or Casa Solidaria. Ap-

parently, she did not trust people easily. We observed her staying 

to herself while we worked, although later in the project she took 

up a paint roller and began to work on the side and back of the 

house, putting on a second coat of paint. The miracle occurred Fri-

day afternoon at the party. She walked up the hill to the gazebo 

although she stayed off to the side for most of the afternoon. How-

ever, when we formed a circle to say our goodbyes, she walked 

right into that circle and held hands with all of us. She then gave 

several of us the biggest and longest hugs. After she hugged me, 

Norma looked me right in the eyes and said one word: “Gracias.” 

We were changed by her presence as she was changed by ours. 

This is the very meaning of solidarity and the promise that it holds 

for us. Through connection, we can move mountains. Through con-

nection, we will find ourselves. Something of great value is right in 

front of us if we dare set aside our anxiety over how we might be 

perceived and simply show up and do our authentic best. We will 

mess up, we will feel stupid, we will be misunderstood, and we will 

even be angry and hurt during this process. But at the end of the 

day, if we stay in the flow and keep showing up, things change.  

And when we journey in solidarity with one another, we find the 

treasure of our hearts, 

He is like a man building a house, who 

dug deep and laid a foundation on the 

rock; and when a flood occurred, the 

torrent burst against that house and 

could not shake it, because it had been 

well built. Luke 6:48 



PILGRIMAGE FOR PEACE 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

2:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Heifer International 

1 World Avenue, Little Rock, AR 

We will gather at 2 pm in front of Heifer International and walk 

as a group over the Junction Bridge to the Beacon of Peace and 

Hope on Riverfront Dr. At the Beacon, walkers and others will 

gather for a Remembrance Service at 3 pm to “mourn the vio-

lence committed in our community, nation and world, and to 

walk together as active peacemakers.”  All are welcome! 
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CALENDAR OF PEACE 

APRIL/MAY EVENTS 

 

   April 11         PCLR Board Meeting-6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                        Speakers Series-Centering Prayer-7 pm 

                        Fitzgerald Hall at St. John’s Center 

                         

   April 28         Pilgrimage for Peace-2 pm 

                        Heifer International and then walk to  

                        Beacon For Peace and Hope in N Little Rock  

                        Meet at 1 World Ave., Little Rock, AR 72202  

                                        

   May 3            Lettuce Grow-6-9 pm at St. Joseph Center  

                        6800 Camp Robinson Rd, N. Little Rock 

                        Food highlighting SJF, live music, silent  

                        Auction, libations, farm tours, grand opening 

                        Of St. Joseph farm stand-$50 ticket price 

 

   May 5            Rexfest-Christ the King-11:30-3:30 

                        Pax Christi working drink booth-sign up! 

 

   May 9            PCLR Board Meeting-6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                        Speakers Series-Lee Bass, CEO of  Central  

                        Arkansas Habitat for Humanity-7 pm 

                        Fitzgerald Hall at St. John’s Center 

The Church’s social teaching is a rich 

treasure of wisdom about building a just 

society and living lives of holiness amidst 

the challenges of modern society. Modern 

Catholic social teaching has been articu-

lated through a tradition of papal, concil-

iar, and episcopal documents. The depth 

and richness of this tradition can be un-

derstood best through a direct reading of 

these documents. In these brief reflec-

tions, we highlight several of the key 

themes that are at the heart of our Cath-

olic social tradition. 

________________________________________ 

LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE 

HUMAN PERSON 

The Catholic Church proclaims that hu-

man life is sacred and that the dignity of 

the human person is the foundation of a 

moral vision for society. This belief is the 

foundation of all the principles of our 

social teaching. In our society, human 

life is under direct attack from abortion 

and euthanasia. Human life is threat-

ened by cloning, embryonic stem cell re-

search, and the use of the death penalty. 

The intentional targeting of civilians in 

war or terrorist attacks is always wrong. 

Catholic teaching calls on us to work to 

avoid war. Nations must protect the right 

to life by finding effective ways to prevent 

conflicts and resolve them by peaceful 

means. We believe that every person is 

precious, that people are more important 

than things, and that the measure of 

every institution is whether it threatens 

or enhances the life and dignity of the 

human person.                                                                    

CATHOLIC SOCIAL 

TEACHING 

And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown 

in peace by those who make peace. James 3:18 
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CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY 

AND PARTICIPATION 

The person is not only sacred but social. How we 

organize our society-in economics and politics, in 

law and policy-directly affects human dignity and 

the capacity of individuals to grow in community. 

Marriage and family are the central social institu-

tions that must be supported and strengthened, 

not undermined. We believe people have a right 

and a duty to participate in society, seeking to-

gether the common good and well-being of all, es-

pecially the poor and vulnerable. 

RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity 

can be protected and a healthy community can be 

achieved only if human rights are protected and 

responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person 

has a fundamental right to life and a right to those 

things required for human decency. Corresponding 

to these rights are duties and responsibilities-to 

one another, to our families and to the larger soci-

ety. 

OPTION FOR THE POOR  

AND VULNERABLE 

A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable 

members are faring. In a society marred by deep-

ening divisions between rich and poor, our tradi-

tion recalls the story of the Last Judgment (Mt. 

25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the 

poor and vulnerable first. 

DIGNITY OF WORK AND THE 

RIGHTS OF WORKERS 

The economy must serve people, not the other way 

around. Work is more than a way to make a living; 

it is a form of continuing participation in God’s 

creation. If the dignity of work is to be protected, 

then the basic rights of workers must be respect-

ed-the right to productive work, to decent and fair 

waages to the organization and joining of unions, 

to private property, and to economic initiative. 

SOLIDARITY 

We are one human family whatever our national, ra-

cial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We 

are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they 

may be. Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in 

a shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity 

is the pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught 

that “if you want peace, work for justice.” The Gospel 

calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters 

and brothers demands that we promote peace in a 

world surrounded by violence and conflict. 

CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION 

We show our respect for the Creator by our steward-

ship of creation. Care for the earth is not just an Earth 

Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are 

called to protect people and the planet, living our faith 

in relationship with all of God’s creation. This environ-

mental challenge has fundamental moral and ethical 

dimensions that cannot be ignored.  

USCCB Communications Copyright 2005 

LIVING THE FAITH 

In reviewing the tenets of Catholic social teachings 

as presented by Father Sharbaugh in PCLR’s last 

Speaker Series, it became quickly apparent how 

much our Puerto Rico partner Casa Solidaria ac-

tually shares and promotes these same social 

teachings. They work each day to assess the 

needs of their community and address the issues 

faced by each family. They love their neighbor re-

gardless of who they are. They strive to create an 

environment that supports the rights of all people 

to work to support their families. They seek justice 

within their government. The needs of the poorest 

are a priority. And they have respect for the envi-

ronment, constantly promoting  good stewardship 

of the planet. Pax Christi stands in solidarity with 

all peacemakers who heed Christ’s message even 

when they do not share our specific tenets of 

faith.   
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PCLR TO RUN DRINK 

BOOTH AT REXFEST 

Christ the King Catholic Church will host Rex-

fest 2019 over the weekend of May 3-5. On Fri-

day, May 3 there will be a Derby Days Auction 

beginning at  6:30 pm. The Rexfest Carnival 

will be held on Sunday, May 5 from 11:30-

3:30. Pax Christi LR will provide volunteers to 

man the drink booths at the carnival along 

with the CTK Missions workers. If you would 

like to sign up to volunteer, please email 

paxchristilr@gmail.com or call 258-8653. 

Come visit us at our booth and enjoy Rexfest! 

HERE COMES THE SUN 

SAVE THE DATE 
PAX CHRISTI LR SPEAKER SERIES 

Presents 

 

LEE BASS 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF CENTRAL ARKANSAS 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 9 at 7 PM 

 
FITZGERALD HALL, ST. JOHN’S CENTER 
 2500 N. TYLER STREET, LITTLE ROCK 

 

Our Puerto Rican peace partners at Casa Soli-

daria are not merely committed to the economic 

and cultural development of their community. 

They’re committed to an ecologically sound pros-

perity that provides a sustainable lifestyle for to-

day and preserves it for generations to come. 

During our most recent trip, part of our team 

(Jim and George) worked on some practical ways 

to help accomplish these ends. The infrastruc-

ture on Puerto Rico was already suffering when 

two back-to-back hurricanes dealt it a cata-

strophic blow. And recovery has been very slow, 

with power outages and water delivery interrup-

tions occurring daily, especially (cont on p. 9)  
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PUERTO RICO IN PICTURES-COMMUNITY 

Home 

Home  

Of 

Norma 

Community 

Working   

The field in  

Back of 

Our house to 

Prepare for 

Plowing 
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    Construction of       

Solar Panel brackets 

Community Party 

Puerto Rico Reborn 



remote regions like Miraflores. So we participat-

ed in a grassroots effort to help deal with this. 

We’ve teamed with our partners to install a solar 

power station at the community center. The 

benefits of this are many, including ending pain-

ful dependence on the unreliable power grid 

while also helping build a new and more eco-

friendly infrastructure. We had a specific role to 

play in this effort. Our partners had managed to 

secure several solar panels from a variety of 

sources. But while the panels were high quality, 

they were incompatible with some of the materi-

als needed to construct a working system. A 

complete system needs backup power and prop-

er electrical regulation. So, we participated in 

putting together a system that will work. And we 

took on the challenge of designing and fashion-

ing mounting frames and other components 

compatible with all the materials available. It 

was a challenge to be sure, but we left with all 

the necessary components in place to construct 

the system, which our partners on the ground 

will tend to over the next several months. Due to 

the generosity of our benefactors, we were also 

able to fund a sizable portion of the project, 

providing funds for the purchase of most of the 

remaining needed equipment. By the time we 

return in the fall, the system may well be opera-

tional. If for some reason it is not quite ready, 

we will do our part to help make it a reality. 

Hopes are high. So high in fact that during our 

community celebration, folks could be heard 

singing along with the two theme songs chosen 

for the project: “Here Comes the Sun” and “Let 

the Sun Shine In.” We hope to hear soon that 

the sun is not only shining on our small adopted 

community but is also bringing it reliable, re-

newable and much needed power. 
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God of peace and justice, 

Help us to change, so that we work for a world 

That mirrors your wisdom.  

Give us the desire to act in solidarity, 

So that the pillars of injustice crumble 

And those now crushed are set free. 

Grant, gentle Father, 

That your spirit may give us the will and the courage 

To act to make a difference, 

In order to make real your kingdom among us, 

So that we may all live together 

In peace, truth, justice and love, 

Sharing the resources of the earth. 

Loving God, look with mercy upon the human race 

You have created. 

May our hearts see your kingdom 

In which the poverty of our world is destroyed 

So that we will make poverty a thing of the past. 

Lord, lead us from death to life,  

From falsehood to truth. 

Lead us from despair to hope, 

From fear to trust. 

Let peace fill our hearts, our world and our universe. 

Let us dream together, pray together, and 

Work together to  build one world of peace 

And justice for all. Amen        The Jesuit Institute 

PRAYER FOR SOLIDARITY 


