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Dr. Donna Lampkin Stephens to

Speak on Fake News and Free Press

. Dr. Donna Lampkin
Stephens, associate
professor of journal-
ism at the University
of Central Arkansas,
will be speaking at the
Pax Christi Little Rock
meeting on Thursday,
February 8 at 7:30 on
the effects of Fake
News on the free
press in the United
States. Dr. Stephens
is the Director of Pub-
lications and Commu-
nity Relations at UCA.

Originally from Cam-
den, Dr. Stephens
earned a B
degree in English and
Journalism from the

University of Arkansas
and a Maste
from the UofA
(Journalism and Eng-
lish) in 1994. She also
earned a
gree in special educa-
tion from UALR in
1999 and her PhD
from the University of
Southern  Mississippi
in Mass Communica-
tion in 2012. Dr. Ste-
phens has been asso-
ciated with UCA since
1999. She is a free-
lance writer for several
publications, including
501 Life Magazine, The
Maumelle Monitor, the
NLR Times, the Lon -

Ma s

Donna Lampkin Stephens.
PhD

oke Democrat, and the
River Velley & Ozarks
and Tri -Lakes sections
of the Arkansas Demo-
crat -Gazette.

All are invited and ad-
mission is free.

SAVE THE DATE

Stephanie Byers, President of Settled Souls of Arkansas, will be
our speaker at the March 8 PCLR meeting. Settled Souls is a mis-
sion that aids homeless individuals to transition to permanent
housing by providing furnishings and other necessities.
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Active Peacemaking Initiative

Prayer for Understanding
And Inclusion

As part of our ongoing endeavor to put study and
prayer into action, here is our highlighted February
project that demonstrates our goal of active peace-
making.

On January 27, 2018, PCLR held an adoration hour
at 4:00 at CTKLR for prayer regarding formation of
LGBT support groups. During this hour of prayer,
George Simon was inspired to write the following

Development of Puerto Rico Mission

prayer:

Dear Lord,

P a x Chri sti Little
Peace Partner, Catholic Charities of Arkansas,
to develop a mission in Puerto following the
devastation of Hurricane Maria in September,
2017. PCLR is in the process of gathering in-
formation and ascertaining what resources are
already present and working to put people on
the ground in Puerto Rico to accomplish pro-
jects such as general clean -up, repair, trans-
portation of food and water and emotion-
al/physical support. After four months, much

of the central part of Puerto Rico remains dark
and damaged. PCLR will continue to work to-
wards making plans to aid with recovery.

Ro c k

Your wondrous creation is beyond adequate de-
scription or comprehension. And when you gaze
upon your handiwork, you know it to be good
good! But we sometimes see or experience things
we dondt really wunderstand
or make us feel uncomfortable, or cause us to fear.
And we pronounce these
see the good that is in all of your grand design.
And help us to have reverence for all you have
made and deigned to share with us. Help us to ap-
preciate how everything belongs, to rise above our
petty preferences and or vain ideas about what be-
longs and what doesn't, so that we might put an
end to the hypocrisy of
our lips while still treating with disregard or dis-

dain any part of your creation -for it -all of it -all of

-all

t hi

S

us-exist only as the result of your infinite self
emptying love. Amen.

Our custom is to contribute
to a different peace and so-
cial justice cause at each of
our monthly meetings. At
our February meeting, we will be supporting
Rockefeller Elementary by replenishing their
school supplies at the beginning of this new se-
mester. PCLR strives to
ners over time as needs occur. Please be gener-
ous in your contributions.

LITTLE ROCK

ayi

, or

ngs

S up,




Page 3

Peace Offerings

PEACE PARTNERS

Peace Partners highlights various peace
and social justice organizations that
share our vision: active promotion of
peace in our neighborhood, state, coun-
try and world. The goal is to increase
awareness of the many organizations in
our area that work for peace through
social justice and invite joint ventures
between these groups to increase the
effectiveness of our mission.

Catholic Campus

Ministries -Conway

CATHGLIC

PUS MINISTRY
onway—

Catholic Campus Ministries of
Conway is a student ministry
rooted in a Catholic identity
that welcomes all students
from UCA, Conway and nearby
colleges. CCM encourages stu-
dents to become leaders in
their church, their community
and their world. They invite
students, through the Eucha-
rist, intentional relationships
and small groups to experi-
ence God in a personal way.
CCM-Conway has been work-
ing with Pax Christi Little Rock
to establish support groups for
LGBT community members
and their families/allies.

PAX CHRISTI LITTLE ROCK HOLDS
RETREAT TO SET GOALS FOR 2018

The Pax Christi LR Board
and other actively involved
members of Pax Christi -LR
held a full day of retreat on
Saturday, January 20 at the
home of board member
Becky Mullican. Twelve
members attended and con-
tributed to the planning and
setting of goals for PCLR in
2018. We reviewed projects
completed in the past year
as well as the various peace
partners established. Each
member provided, after a
period of meditation and
prayer, a summary of their
vision for Pax Christi in the
coming year. One of the pri-
mary directives completed
during the workshop was
the formation of various
committees to facilitate
completion of projects. The

following committees were es-
tablished with proposed chair-
persons:

Prayer Team -Becky Mullican

Communications  -Sherry

Simon

Hospitality and Fellowship
Janie Kelley

Fundraising -Rita King

Programs -

There was discussion about
holding our monthly speakers
at diverse venues in order to
include other people who might
not otherwise be able to get to
the talks. We also discussed
the idea of taking talks to plac-
es such as homeless shelters,
various institutions, etc.
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i ful mission would require considerable mindful-
ness. To do genuine good, the mission must be

PCLR EXPLORES MISSION POSSIBILITIES
PUERTO RICO -A SLOW RECOVERY FOR A VULNERABLE PEOPLE

more than merely well -intended. Any intervention

Y would have to be smart, informed by sufficient

knowledge of the Puerto Rican people and their
most pressing needs. We need to define what

8 help is needed and that it gets delivered where,

¥ \when, and how it will do the most sustained

Puerto Rico following devastation of Hurricane Maria

Itds been over four
canes lashed Puerto Rico, one of which deliv-
ered a devastating blow to the Caribbean is-
| anddés centr al territor
island is still without power, potable water, or
other utilities. And the services that have been
restored are still notoriously unreliable. The
heavily tourism -dependent economy is barely
beginning to recover. And the already nearly
bankrupt central government is feeling the in-
credible strain of a mass population exodus.
Puerto Rico has always had a high proportion

of its population dependent upon government.
Because of the scope of the devastation, many
of the folks who remain have become even
more dependent upon government. And this is

a major problem because with the population
exodus, the incredible damage to infrastruc-
ture, and widespread collapse of industry,
therebds | ess and | ess
government. So, for many folks, the disaster is
far from over. I n fact,

mo

Some of our Pax Christi members sense spe-
cial mission opportunity in Puerto Rico. The
need for help is clear.
portunity for great learning, as Pax Christi Lit-

tle Rock heightens its awareness of a margin-
alized people. Puerto Ricans are people of re-
markable faith. But they presently face unim-
aginable odds. And they have struggled for far

too long with second -class status. A success-

good. Toward that end, a committee has formed
to explore all these things in a systematic way.
Fortunately, various Catholic charities with a sol-
id track record of delivering results while using
their resources efficiency have long been hard at
work in Puerto Rico. These agencies know the
people, the culture, the economic and govern-
mental landscape, and just what still needs to be
done and how it can best be accomplished. They
will likely need both money and labor, and this
committee will work to determine the best way to
deliver both. Members have already met with Pat-
rick Gallaher of Catholic Charities of Arkansas,
who provided both a wealth of pertinent infor-
mation and also the names of several contacts on
the island who can assist us in coordinating any
relief and cleanup assistance. He will serve as a
liaison between the committee and the key agen-
cies we need to coordinate efforts with so that
whatever hel p wedre
to the best use.

A well -planned mission could not only help sup-
port Puerto Ricob6s strug
help supply the necessary money, supplies, and
human labor still needed to enable the devastat-

ed remote areas to begin a recovery long overdue.
And, as with all good missions, the greatest bene-
ficiaries will likely be the missionaries themselves
and all of us involved i
other chance for us to get to know and to proper-

ly love some of our forgotten brothers and sisters

in Christ. The committee will update the board of
directors and the general membership as mission
development progresses.

prepared

gl in
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LGBT SUPPORT GROUP PAX CHRISTI USA PROVIDES
FORMATION UNDERWAY LENTEN MEDITATION BOOKLETS

The committee charged with formation of support The Pax Christi Little
groups for LGBT individuals and families/allies Rock board will be pro-

will be meeting at 7 pm on Thursday, February vided with meditation

15 at Fitzgerald Hall. Fr. James Martin has been booklets published by
contacted and is willing to provide additional in- Pax Christi USA. Written
formation to those interested in furthering the by Suzanne Belote Shan-
conversation between the Church and the LGBT ley and Brayton Shanley,
community. Committee members are putting out these Lenten guides de-
the information regarding support group for- velop the theme of the
mation with friends as well as at Catholic Cam- OSpirituality
pus ministries at Hendri xJlemdc eU@A,d Peai
and with various priests in Central Arkansas We wish you a blessed
Lenten season and pray
together for nonviolent

Annual Membership Meeting & Dinner
@ Saturday, February 17

By Suzanne Belote Shanley & Brayton Shanley

peace which must bring bublished by Pax Christi USA

about justice in our coun-

ACPJ will provide a Free meal -
No Pot Luck this year

to your heart, o

try and in our world. Author
give in to your fears. I f you

CLARKE TUCKER ANNOUNCES BID
FOR SEAT IN US CONGRESS

Clarke Tucker, Arkansas State Representative, an-
nounced his candidacy for US Congress in Arkan-
sasods Second District.
Christi LR members on the topic of Civil Discourse
at their June 8, 2017 meeting. He was raised in
Little Rock and earned his law degree at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas. For the past ten years, Mr.
Tucker has been working as an attorney in Little
Rock and has been actively involved with numer-
ous charity organizations. As a legislator, he has
worked on a bi -partisan basis to protect access to
healthcare through Arkansas Works, insure paid
maternity leave for state employees, invest in pre
K, lower taxes for the middle class and veterans,
support teachers, and enhance public safety.

SOLES FOR SOULS

Pax Christi Little Rock continues to gather
corks to donate to an international charity,

. We are growing in our partner-
ship with restaurants and individuals who
are collecting corks for this project to make
shoes for the underprivileged and recycling
used corks . Our newest partner in this en-
deavor is Brave New Restaurant. They join
Kemuri, Bonefish, The Terrace and
WHAMM wine club as donors and have com-
mitted to saving all corks from their used
wine bottles and contributing them to this
worthwhile cause.

Pau
do

Mrf .
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