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Pax Christi LR Speaker Series: 

The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the native among you, 

and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; 

I am the Lord your God. Leviticus 19:34 

El Zócalo: 

Immigrant Resource Center 

 

Pax Christi Little Rock is hosting a 

monthly Speaker Series featuring vari-

ous individuals and community or-

ganizations that work towards peace 

through addressing social justice is-

sues. On Thursday, February 21 at 

7:00 pm, representatives from El 

Zócalo will provide information regard-

ing the services they provide for immi-

grants in the central Arkansas region. 

The meeting will take place in Fitzger-

ald Hall at St. John’s Catholic Center 

(2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock). All 

are invited to attend. Admission is free 

and refreshments are provided. 

El Zócalo’s mission is to promote a 

dignified life for immigrants in Arkan-

sas by connecting individuals and 

families with services and fostering 

community-wide understanding 

through education. Since poverty, lan-

guage and cultural barriers often 

make it difficult for immigrants to 

navigate life in Arkansas, El Zócalo 

takes a culturally-informed approach, 

providing the support they need to 

help themselves. 

 El Zócalo means “town square” in 

Spanish. In keeping with this concept, 

El Zócalo works to create spaces where 

diverse people come together, help one 

another and share in each others’ lives.  

El Zócalo focuses on listening to the 

voices, needs, and strengths of the peo-

ple they serve. This nonprofit organiza-

tion provides assistance with food, 

clothing and information. They also 

provide classes in English, life skills, 

and cultural awareness. Additionally, El 

Zócalo connects people by referring 

them to needed community resources. 

El Zócalo is able to provide these need-

ed services in large part because of do-

nations. If you would like to make a do-

nation, you can send a check to El 

Zócalo, P.O. Box 250953, Little Rock, 

AR 72225. For more information about 

services or to make an online donation, 

visit their website at zocalocenter.com. 

or email at team@zocalocenter.org. To 

speak with a staff member, call (501) 

301-4652. 
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Peace Offerings 

Pax Christi’s Monthly Mission 

Our custom is to contribute 

to a different peace and so-

cial justice cause at each of 

our monthly meetings. In 

February, we will be collect-

ing funds for El Zócalo, a 

non-profit organization that promotes communi-

ty and provides resources for the immigrant pop-

ulation in the central Arkansas region. El Zocalo 

teaches English classes, provides needed food 

and clothing and gives referrals to important re-

sources within the community.  

Pax Christi Little Rock 

held it’s 2019 retreat 

at St. Joseph Center 

on January 12-13. 

Fifteen members at-

tended the two-day 

workshop, and several of them spent the night 

in the historic  converted orphanage. The focus 

of the workshop was three-fold. First, Sister 

Deborah Troillett and Father Taryn Whittington 

gave presentations in which they provided tools 

to enhance each person’s ability to develop 

more peace-filled lives, resolve conflict, and car-

ry a non-violent message to the world at large. 

In addition to these teachings, Father Warren 

Harvey held mass in the historic chapel at St. 

Joseph’s. The mass was spirit-filled, with all 

attendees participating joyfully in the music, 

celebration, and communion of the mass. Sec-

ondly, a retrospective of PCLR’s activities and 

projects in 2018 was provided and strengths 

and weaknesses of the 

year were discussed. 

This review served to 

provide a foundation for 

future planning. And fi-

nally, members worked 

to develop a vision for 

the work to be done in 

2019. Over the course of the discussion, it be-

came clear that the theme for Pax Christi this 

year will be similar to that of the Great Com-

misssion: to go out into the world and meet 

others where they live; to carry the message of 

peace and non-violence with our actions more 

than with our words; to continue to connect 

PCLR DEVELOPS VISION FOR PEACEMAKING IN 2019 

-Preach the Gospel at all times. When neces-

sary, use words.  St. Francis of Assisi 

with other like-minded people 

who focus on non-violence so 

that our message may grow in 

its breadth and effectiveness.  

In this vein, several specific 

recommendations were made 

by members of PCLR. It was 

decided that the Welcome 

Home program needed reno-

vation. It was not reaching LGBTQ individuals 

as many of them had al-

ready left the Church and 

were not getting the mes-

sage. It was also clear 

that they were not feeling 

welcome given the cur-

rent stance of the Church 

on this issue. So, the 

group determined that many of us would begin 

volunteering at Lucie’s Place.  

In the spirit of expanding the scope of our mes-

sage, it was also determined that we should 

begin to explore the possibility of video confer-

encing our Speaker Series to other locations that 

Sr. Deb Troillett 

St. Joseph Center 

Planning session 
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PEACE PARTNERS 

Peace Partners highlights various peace and 

social justice organizations that share our 

vision: active promotion of peace in our 

neighborhood, state, country and world. The 

goal is to increase awareness of the many 

organizations in our area that work for peace 

through social justice and invite joint ven-

tures between these groups to increase the 

effectiveness of our mission. 

El Zócalo Immigrant Resource Center 

is a grassroots, non-profit organization 

in Central Arkansas whose mission is 

to promote a dignified life for immi-

grants by connecting individuals and 

families with services and fostering 

community-wide understanding 

through education. Services that they 

provide include group and individual 

support for trauma, food pantry sup-

plies, clothing, English classes, and 

most of all, a community where people 

can connect with one another. The fo-

cus is on creating a space where di-

verse people can come together, help 

each other, and share in one another’s 

lives.  

For more information, you can contact  

staff at team@zocalocenter.org or call 

them at (501) 301-4652.  

SOLES4SOULS CORK DONATIONS 

Over the past month, 805 corks have been donated. 

Added to the total number of corks (8214) sent out 

to Soles4Souls previously, our total is now 9019. 

Please save the corks from those wine bottles and 

remember to bring them to our next PCLR meeting, 

drop them off at 415 N. McKinley St., #1040, LR or 

call 663-5075 and we will pick  them up. Thank you!  

Vision 2019, cont. 

have shown an interest in Pax Christi, i.e., Hot  Springs, 

Conway, St. Scholastica. It is the desire of Pax Christi Little 

Rock to push past the boundaries of Little Rock and truly 

become a diocesan movement, incorporating the entire state, 

thus further spreading the gospel of peace. In that spirit, a 

suggestion was made that we potentially adopt other schools 

outside of the Little Rock area in our drive to supply school 

supplies. A committee will be formed to research those 

schools most in need throughout Arkansas. Since Father 

Harvey  has a connection in Pine Bluff and PCLR has already 

contributed to the schools in this area, it was suggested that 

we continue to expand our work within that school district.  

In regard to the Peace Curriculum that Pax Christi and Ar-

kansas Peace Week  instituted in the public schools in Little 

Rock in 2018, there was discussion on further expanding  

this curriculum into the North Little Rock and Pulaski Coun-

ty School Districts in 2019. This idea was presented at a 

meeting with other Arkansas Peace Week volunteers in early 

February and was met with approval. Pax Christi members 

will meet with Tammy Blaylock at ViPs and determine how to 

best communicate with the other districts in Little Rock. Ul-

timately, the plan is to move into other districts throughout 

the state to enable peace activities/teachings to be a part of 

all school districts in Arkansas.  

Say not to your neighbor, “Go, and come 

again, tomorrow I will give,” when you 

can give at once. Proverbs 3:28 
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How the Church can best engage with members of the LGBTQ community 
was the subject of some robust discussion at the 2019 Pax Christi retreat. 
And one of the more thought-provoking reflections concerned the name origi-
nally given to our outreach efforts: “Welcome Home.” The title implies that 
the Church offers its LGBTQ members a place of welcome and acceptance. 
But much of the feedback we’ve received informs us that despite our best ef-
forts to invite LGBTQ individuals and other interested parties into a dialog, 
there are still too many aspects of how some members of the church believe 
they can be welcoming but not necessarily approving that make for an atmos-
phere in which there is no real sense of welcome for LGBTQ members at all. 

So, the consensus was that change in both name and approach was in order.  

Most of the discussion focused on how to best change the approach. Instead 
of looking inward and what we could do differently to attract more folks, 
bring them to us, and increase the attendance at meetings, we would look 
outward, reaching out to a community already doing its best to support itself 
in the absence of sufficient felt support from others. We would then learn 
firsthand from that community what is truly needed in the way of our sup-
port. And in discovering the various ways we might be able to offer support 
we would bear personal witness to the unique struggles of the community 
and subsequently come to know at a very real level what must be done to 
make its members feel truly welcome in the Church. In addition to whatever 
support PCLR might offer,  our own community will be changed for the better 

as a result of this outreach. 

As a starting place, folks thought that volunteering time at Lucie’s Place, an 
organization providing food, housing, and other basic necessities to LGBTQ 
young adults who find themselves homeless because of rejection by their 
families, churches, etc., would do a lot to heighten our awareness. But this 
type of outreach is just the beginning. There are several other organizations 
already addressing the various needs of this marginalized community. So, 
the more we reach out to these entities, and the more we can potentially 
learn from them, the better prepared we will be to help foster the attitudinal 
shifts that may one day allow LGBTQ individuals to feel both welcomed and 

at home in the Universal Church.  

“WELCOME HOME” LOOKS INWARD 

AND DECIDES TO REACH OUT  
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CALENDAR OF PEACE 

FEBRUARY/MARCH EVENTS 

February 19     The Church in Power: History to Action 

                        5:30-7:30 Mosaic Templars Cultural Center 

                        Panel discussion on Howard Thurman’s book, 

                        Jesus and the Disinherited. 

 

February 21     PCLR Board Meeting-6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                        Speakers Series-El Zócalo-7 pm 

                        Fitzgerald Hall at St. John’s Center 

 

February 24     2019 Little Rock Soup Sunday 4-7 pm 

                        Statehouse Convention Center 

                        Proceeds benefit AACF 

                     

March 5           Peace Week Planning Meeting 5:30 pm 

                        Hillary Clinton Children’s Library 

 

March 21         PCLR Board Meeting-6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                        Speakers Series-Fr. Jason Sharbaugh– The                                

                        Church: Issues of Peace and Social Justice-7pm                          

                        FItzgerald Hall at St. John’s Catholic Center 

Morning Prayer 

 

Oh LORD, in the silence of this  

     day which is beginning,                  

I come to ask you for peace,  

     wisdom and strength. 

Today I want to see the world 

     with eyes full of love; 

To be patient, understanding,  

     humble, mild and good, 

TO see your children beyond their 

     appearances as you yourself 

     see them, so as to appreciate 

     the goodness of each one. 

Close my ears to all complaining, 

     guard my tongue from all hurt- 

     ful talk, so that only those 

     thoughts that can bless 

     may remain in me. 

I want to be so well-meaning, so  

     just, that all those who 

     come close to me may 

     feel your presence. 

Clothe me with your kindness, 

     O Lord, and grant that 

     during this day,  

     I may reflect you.  Amen 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO THE 

PAX CHRISTI LITTLE ROCK 

SPEAKER’S SERIES 

Featuring 

FATHER JASON SHARBAUGH 

on            

PEACE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE  

WHEN:    THURSDAY, MARCH 21 AT 7 PM   

WHERE:  FITZGERALD HALL-ST. JOHN’S                  

                2500 N. TYLER STREET    

                LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

 All are welcome and refreshments will be served. Please 

note the change in dates. We are meeting on the third 

rather than the second Thursday of the month in 

March. 
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On January 21, Martin 

Luther King’s Birthday, 

several members of Pax 

Christi Little Rock made 

their way over to St. Jo-

seph Center  for a day of 

service. From raking 

leaves, clearing out 

brush, stringing fences, 

cleaning out gardens 

and pastures, revamping 

greenhouses and out-

buildings, and painting animal enclosures, 

everyone worked non-stop for several hours. It 

was a cold, wintry 

day, but we had op-

portunities to gather 

around the fire and 

the St. Joseph staff 

served us up a great 

hot lunch smoked on 

a gigantic barbecue 

grill.  

 

We had an opportunity to  visit with old 

friends and make 

new ones through-

out the day. Sandy 

DeCoursey, director 

of St. Joseph Cen-

ter, visited each 

site, always bring-

ing encouragement, 

direction, and a 

helping hand.  

St. Joseph Center is located 

at 6800 Camp Robinson 

Road in North Little Rock. 

The site of an historic Catho-

lic orphanage, St. Joseph 

Center is now an independ-

ent non-profit organization 

with a mission to preserve 

and restore the building and 

property through sustainable 

farming and food production, 

programs that educate and 

promote agritourism, and support community out-

reach. The St. Joseph 

Farm Stand is open on 

Saturdays from 8-noon 

from May to October. The 

Farm Stand is run by vol-

unteers and all proceeds 

go toward preservation 

costs. The building was 

designed by renowned 

architect Charles Thomson and completed in 

1910. It is 56,000 square feet and sits on 63 acres 

of land that has been 

farmed for more than 

a century. It has 

served over time as an 

orphanage, school, 

day care, nursing 

home and retreat cen-

ter. In 2008, DOLR 

closed St. Joseph’s, 

but a group of folks 

who loved the history of the place formed a non-

profit and created St. Joseph Center of Arkansas.  

PAX CHRISTI CELEBRATES MLK DAY WITH 

FRIENDS AT ST. JOSEPH CENTER WORKDAY 

St. Fiacre-patron saint of 

gardeners 

Mary Hunt helps clear vines 

Endless leaves to be raked 

George Simon  clipping 

brush and vines 

Tamara Tahat clears garden 

Workers take leaves to burn 


