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2019 Pax Christi Little Rock Retreat 

We have been praying for you unceasingly and asking that you may attain full 

knowledge of his will through perfect wisdom and spiritual insight. Then you will 

lead a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way. Col. 1:9-10 

PATHWAYS TO PEACE:                         

REVIEWING AND REFINING                     

OUR VISION OF ACTIVE PEACEMAKING 

 

RETREAT SCHEDULE 

St. Joseph Center, N. Little Rock 

Saturday, January 12, 2019 

8:30 am    Welcome/Registration/Light Breakfast 

9:00         “The Spirituality of Peacemaking”- Fr. Taryn Whittington 

10:30        Contemplative Journaling on Inner Peacemaking 

11:00        Retrospective - PCLR 2018 Journey of Peace 

12-1:30     Lunch (Catered) 

1:30          Contemplation and Meditation - Sr. Deborah Troillett 

3-3:30       Break 

3:30          Group Discussion-Focus of Pax Christi LR in 2019 

5:30          Dinner– Tortas Mexico (1000 W. 37th St, NLR) 

7:30          Mass– St. Joseph Center Chapel– Fr. Warren Harvey 

8:30-         Social 

 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

9:00 am     Pancake Breakfast/Fellowship -  St. Joseph’s Center 

10:30         Active Peacemaking & Servant Leadership – Simons 

11-12         Vows of Nonviolence/Closing Remarks 
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Peace Offerings 

Pax Christi’s Monthly Mission 

Our custom is to contribute 

to a different peace and so-

cial justice cause at each of 

our monthly meetings. In 

January, we will be collect-

ing funds to provide Rocke-

feller Elementary, St. Theresa, St. Edwards, and 

Pine Bluff Schools with additional school sup-

plies during this second half of the school year. 

Each school will be provided with either pa-

per/notebooks or a gift card that will go towards 

replenishing the supplies donated in September. 

 

Several Puerto Rico team members from both 

missions were able to celebrate together on the 

evening of December 28. Members not present 

included Janet Lord, Susi Blanco and A. Tahat.  

The Puerto Rico 

mission team 

will share sto-

ries and answer 

q u e s t i o n s 

about their No-

vember trip to 

Miraflores at 

the next Pax 

Christi Little Rock Speaker’s Series scheduled 

for Thursday, January 10 at 7:00 pm. The most 

recent group was comprised of seven individu-

als who traveled to Puerto Rico on November  

12-19 to assist members of the Miraflores com-

munity in constructing a town meeting center, 

building a path to get up hill to the meeting 

place, and clearing adjoining land to make a 

community garden.  

All are invited to attend this informative meet-

ing being held at St. John’s Center in Room 

101 of Fitzgerald Hall. For anyone interested in 

joining the Puerto Rico team for the next trip, 

details will be shared and it will be possible to 

sign up to be a part of the mission team. Please 

note that there are no requirements regarding 

specific skill sets. It has become apparent from 

past visits that each person brings exactly the 

skills needed for the job assigned. Join us for a 

night of camara-

derie, reminisc-

ing and envision-

ing the future of 

this spirit-filled 

mission. Re-

freshments will 

be served.   

PR Team to Share Past Experience 

and Plans for March Mission 

Mission Teams Come Together to 

Celebrate Spirit of Christmas  

Puerto Rico Mission Team members from left to right: Isabel 

Adams, Mary Hunt, Tamara Tahat, George Simon, Sandee 

Ha Haslauer, Gay  Knight, Sherry Simon, Jan Pipkin 

As generous distributors of God’s manifold grace, put your 

gifts at the service of one another, each in the measure he has 
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PEACE PARTNERS 

Peace Partners highlights various peace and 

social justice organizations that share our 

vision: active promotion of peace in our 

neighborhood, state, country and world. The 

goal is to increase awareness of the many 

organizations in our area that work for peace 

through social justice and invite joint ven-

tures between these groups to increase the 

effectiveness of our mission. 

The Respect Life Office of the Diocese 

of Little Rock has at its heart the mis-

sion of proclaiming that life is a gift 

from God from conception to natural 

death. They carry out this mission by 

promoting and implementing the US 

Bishop’s Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life Ac-

tivities concerning abortion, infanti-

cide, euthanasia, and related bioethi-

cal issues. The Respect Life Office does 

this in four ways: public information 

and education, pastoral care, public 

policy and prayer and worship.  

On January 20, Bishop Taylor will cel-

ebrate the annual Mass for Life at 

noon at the Robinson Center Perfor-

mance Theater in Little Rock. This 

event, along with the Hearts for Life 

Conference, Weekend for Life and Eu-

charistic Procession for Life are being 

held to mark the anniversary of the US 

Supreme Court’s Roe V. Wade and Doe 

V. Bolton decisions that legalized abor-

tion in the US in 1973, Everyone is 

welcome. For more information, con-

tact Catherine Phillips at 501-664-

0340, extension 326. 

DOLR Respect Life Office  

SOLES4SOULS CORK DONATIONS 

Over the past month, 359 corks have been donated. 

Added to the total number of corks (7855) sent out 

to Soles4Souls previously, our total is now 8214. 

Please save the corks from those wine bottles and 

remember to bring them to our next PCLR meeting, 

drop them off at 415 N. McKinley St., #1040, LR or 

call 663-5075 and we will pick  them up. Thank you!  

CALENDAR OF PEACE 

JANUARY/FEBRURY EVENTS 

 

January 10       PCLR Board Meeting-6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                         Speakers Series-Puerto Rico Mission team-7 pm 

                         Fitzgerald Hall at St. John’s Center 

               

January 12/13   PCLR Retreat for Board and Active Members  

                          St. Joseph Center, 6800 Camp Robinson Rd.,  

                          North Little Rock 

 

January 17         Welcome Home Meeting-7 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                          St. John’s Center 

 

January 20       Mass for Life -Robinson Center Performance Theater- 

                         (noon) preceded by Eucharistic Procession for Life  

                         (10 am) in front of Doubletree Hotel. 

 

February 14      PCLR Board Meeting-6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                         Speakers Series-To be Announced-7 pm 

 

February 21       Welcome Home Meeting– 7 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                          St. John’s Center 



 

Peace Offerings 

Page 4 Pax Christi Little Rock 

Published: November 19, 2018 

Bishop Anthony B. Taylor released the following reflec-
tion Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018, about the fall general assembly of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) held Nov. 11-
14 in Baltimore.   

 

"This past week the bishops of the United States met in Baltimore 
for our semi-annual general assembly. This year the meeting was 
focused principally on the current clergy sexual abuse crisis in the 
wake of the scandals surrounding ex-Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, 
the report of the Pennsylvania Grand Jury, and the allegations of 

Archbishop Viganò. 

"In preparation for this meeting, various committees of the USCCB 
produced documents for our consideration: 

 1.) Standards of Accountability for Bishops; 

 2.) a proposed Special Commission for the Review of Complaints against Bishops for 
violations of these standards of accountability; and 

 3.) a protocol regarding how to deal with removed bishops. 

"In addition, we were provided a document proposing reporting mechanisms for claims of 
violations of these standards of accountability. I had studied these documents prior to 
the meeting and was prepared to support them with my vote, but at the very beginning of 
the meeting we were informed that the Vatican asked that we not put these up for a vote 
prior to a two-day meeting this coming February of all of the heads of the conferences of 
bishops worldwide in order to ensure a unified global approach to this problem. 

"We were, of course, very disappointed with this turn of events because we all feel a great 
urgency to solve this problem as quickly and decisively as possible. Things tend to move 
more slowly in Rome than we would prefer and clearly a two-day meeting could only be a 
first step when addressing a problem of this magnitude. 

"But in practical terms, the Vatican’s request that we delay voting on the specific pro-
posals we had before us ended up having some positive effects, making it evident to me 
that amid all this darkness, the Holy Spirit is active in the Church. Indeed, by the end of 
our four-day meeting, I realized that this delay was, in fact, providential. 

Bishop Taylor Reflects on November 

USCCB Meeting 

Bishop Anthony Taylor 



"What happened is that we discussed these and other proposals as planned, we just didn’t 
take a vote … and this led to a much more wide-ranging discussion than might have been 
likely otherwise. Instead of focusing on whether to approve these specific proposals or 
not, we focused more on listening to each other. 

"Out of this came a discussion that gradually surfaced flaws in the proposals that had not 
occurred to me or most of the others present, for instance the changes in canon law that 
Rome would have to make for us to proceed with these proposals and the unexpectedly 
high cost of the special commission — $500,000 in the first year of operations alone. 

"Also we took a look at the procedures already in place. Complaints about a bishop are to 
be directed to the archbishop of the province; complaints about the archbishop are to be 

directed to the senior bishop of the province. Obviously this was not followed in the case 
of Archbishop McCarrick. We discussed shifting this responsibility from the archbishop or 
senior bishop to the review board of the archdiocese or of the diocese of the senior bish-
op, but of course this would again require major changes to canon law and some had seri-
ous doubts about whether that would really work. 

"Other matters surfaced in our wide-ranging discussion: strong support for Pope Francis 
despite our disappointment at this delay; the issue of homosexuality and the impact of 
the sexual revolution, especially during the decades when the vast majority of the crimes 
against minors were committed; the fact that the safe environment policies in place since 
2002 nationwide have been extremely effective in protecting children and youth these 

last 16 years; the need to keep victims and their needs foremost in our considerations, 
and so on. 

"We talked about clericalism and Pope Francis’ identification of that as a major factor and 
which I’ll bet will be a likely topic addressed in the retreat for bishops this January that I 
unfortunately will not be able to attend. 

"What I saw happening over these four days was a growing consensus among the bishops 
that was evident without anyone having to take a vote on specific proposals, which in the 
end we all realized were inadequate — at least in their present form — as well as some of 
the alternative proposals that emerged as our discussion proceeded. 

"In the language of Rome, the proposals were not yet 'ripe.' We were dealing with matters 

that were far more complex than they seemed at first and all of us bishops have a great 
desire to 'get it right.' 

"In the meantime, there is much that can be done on the local level, and that is where I 
and my brother bishops will be most focusing our attention. But I can assure you that we 
bishops are committed to three goals articulated by the USCCB President Cardinal Daniel 
Di Nardo: 

 1.) To do what we can to get to the bottom of the Archbishop McCarrick situation; 

 2.) To make reporting of abuse and misconduct by bishops easier; and 

 3.) To develop a means of holding bishops accountable that is genuinely independent, 
duly authorized and has substantial lay involvement. 
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We left the meeting without having taken decisive action-yet-in order to do so in communion 
with the universal Church which will make the whole global Church stronger and holier, in-

cluding the American Church. 

"As the Papal Nuncio Archbishop Christophe Pierre reminded us at the beginning of our 
meeting, 'if the Church is to reform herself and her structures, then the reform must 
spring from her mission of making known Christ, the Son of the Living God.' And I can 
assure you that we bishops left the meeting committed to the holiness and mission of the 
Church. There is much yet to be done, but it is clear that we are at moving forward to-
gether with renewed commitment and hope."  +Anthony B. Taylor, Bishop of Little Rock 

 

What Does it Take to Make Peace? 
Happy New Year! It is 

difficult to believe we 

are so quickly at this 

place of new beginnings 

again. So much hap-

pened, both positive 

and negative, in 2018. 

I’ve been taking some time these past few days to 

go back and try to make sense of the past so that I 

can move forward and hopefully learn some things 

that will help me in the days, weeks, and months 

to come.  

In preparing for the Pax Christi retreat this next 

weekend, I have certainly been pushed to look back 

specifically at the many things our organization 

has been involved in over the past year.  And I have 

been asking myself the question whether our activ-

ities have promoted that peace inherent in our mis-

sion. This process made me begin to wonder how I 

would even know peace if I saw it. What does peace 

look like anyway? 

Peacemaking is a complicated concept because 

peace can be defined in so many different ways. In 

the context of Pax Christi, I have found that peace-

making is not a passive acceptance of mistreat-

ment, a turning of the cheek in the face of clear 

injustice or abuse, or any weak image of passivity 

or nonresistance. Rather, peacemaking can be a 

powerful, energized concept that creates justice 

between people and allows them to be fairly treated 

and experience a sense of well-being both within 

themselves and in their society.  

When we are talking about peace, there are really two 

different types. First, we can achieve a negative peace. 

Negative peace certainly means the absence of vio-

lence, but typically through coercion rather than coop-

eration. When a mother tells one child to stop beating 

up another or there will be a consequence, she is im-

posing a negative peace in the home. The conflict is 

not resolved, but merely suppressed. There is really no 

understanding of how mutually beneficial and growth 

producing positive interaction can be. I have often 

heard it said that children don’t have the cognitive 

ability to understand this concept, but I beg to differ. 

Children can be taught the values of respecting others, 

listening to them, and working towards mutually ben-

eficial goals over time. Unfortunately, this same con-

cept of negative peace is extended to international 

peace, which exists during a cessation of violence and 

hostility due to threat of retribution should violence 

continue, i.e., Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD). 

Again, peace is defined by an absence of war and is 

imposed coercively. It can also be observed that our 

law enforcement and legal systems perpetuate forms of 

negative peace. There is no real resolution or transfor-

mation of conflict and the underlying causes of the 

conflict are left unresolved. This process of negative 

peace assures that the violence will undoubtedly be 

repeated as no fundamental change has occurred.  

The second way of understanding peace is as a posi-

tive peace. This implies reconciliation and restoration 

through creative transformation of conflict. There is a 

different process in place when working to achieve this 

type of peace that involves establishing a safe environ-

ment for all, inviting individuals on each side to share 

without having taken 

— 

in order to do so in com-

munion with the univer-

sal Church, which will 

make the whole global 

Church stronger and ho-
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stories about what 

led to their conflict, 

and each side active-

ly listening respect-

fully to the other. 

Real peacemaking, 

therefore, is not real-

ly about winning or 

losing. Rather, it 

looks at conflicts as 

opportunities for 

people to grow, to accept responsibility for the re-

lationships they are in, and to realize the potential 

of apology and forgiveness.  

Believe it or not, this is not an idealistic impossi-

bility. Time after time, when people are placed in a 

safe and secure environment, they naturally seek 

out their capacity for goodness. When people are 

not threatened and don’t feel at risk, then they can 

take the chance to listen to the other side-the 

“enemy.” When we are safe, we don’t really have to 

judge the other so harshly, so defensively. And we 

can hear them with different ears and receive them 

with open hearts.  

A good friend asked me the other day whether I 

thought Pax Christi was achieving the high ideals 

of peacemaking defined by our doctrine. This 

question really made me think. After all, our pro-

jects seem to be on a pretty small scale in the 

scheme of things. We don’t affect thousands of 

people. We aren't a big organization. I’m pretty 

sure world peace is not in our immediate future. 

Sometimes, I have even wondered if it is really 

worth the effort. But, when measured by this 

transformational definition of positive peace, I 

think that Pax Christi Little Rock is indeed plant-

ing peace in the world. I truly believe that it is in 

the small interactions between people in seemingly 

mundane situations that enable peace to grow. 

Peace moves in small ripples, one smile and one 

helping hand at a time. From the satisfaction a 

small child gets from opening a new box of crayons on 

the first day of school to the good feelings that come 

from helping a friend push a wheelbarrow full of rocks 

up a hill, the connecting energy that is present in both 

situations is love. And I believe that it is only through 

the connection of love and acceptance that peace can 

be attained. After all, our model is literally the Peace of 

Christ.  Transformational peace is something He gave 

to one person at a time. He had no money, no worldly 

power, and no institutional support. What He gave in 

every known interaction was Himself. I imagine He had 

a beautiful smile. I imagine that He listened carefully to 

people. I imagine that He provided a sense of safety and 

well-being to all who had faith in Him. This is our mod-

el. And this is what it takes to change hearts and in 

doing so, change the world.   -Sherry Simon 

Servant Leadership 

While the concept of serv-

ant leadership goes back 

at least two thousand 

years to the life of Jesus 

Christ, the modern serv-

ant leadership movement 

was initiated by Robert K. 

Greenleaf in 1970 with 

the publication of his es-

say, The Servant as Lead-

er. Greenleaf defined the servant-leader as follows: 

“The servant-leader is servant first. . .It begins with the 

natural feeling that one wants to serve, to serve first. 

Then conscious choice brings one to aspire to lead. 

That person is sharply different from one who is leader 

first, perhaps because of the need to assuage an unu-

sual power drive to acquire material possessions…” 

We rise by lifting others. 

Robert Ingersoll 
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“The difference manifests itself in the care taken by 

the servant-first to make sure that other people’s 

highest priority needs are being served. The best 

test, and difficult to administer, is: Do those served 

grow as persons? Do they, while being served, be-

come healthier, wiser, freer, more autonomous, more 

likely themselves to become servants? And, what is 

the effect on the least privileged in society? Will they 

benefit or at least not be further deprived?” 

The single characteristic of the servant-leader that 

stands out in Greenleaf’s essay is the desire to serve, 

but there are several other characteristics that 

Greenleaf also considered important. These include 

listening and understanding; acceptance and empa-

thy, foresight, awareness and perception, persua-

sion; conceptualization; self-healing; and rebuilding 

community. He described servant-leaders as people 

who initiate action, are goal oriented, are dreamers 

of great dreams, are good communicators, are de-

pendable, trusted, creative and intuitive.  

 

This article is a summary of an article written in 

2019 by Kent M. Keith. It has been included in this 

newsletter to encourage members of Pax Christi Lit-

tle Rock to learn more about this very effective way 

of promoting peace in our world through the under-

standing, affirmation and support of others. It 

should be noted that one of the most important 

things that contributes to peace in the process of 

servant-leadership is daring to get to know others at 

a deeper level.  Simply taking the time to understand 

another person without judging that person or your-

self  is critical in developing a relationship of intima-

cy, safety and trust. For more information on Serv-

ant Leadership, read: 

The Servant: A Simple Story about the True Essence 

of Leadership, James Hunter. 

The Intentional Servant Leader, Linda W. Belton. 

The Servant Leader Within: A Transformative Path, 

Robert K. Greenleaf. 

This beautiful prayer written by Cardinal Newman was re-

cited daily after Communion by Blessed Mother Teresa 

of Calcutta and her Sisters of Charity. This Prayer is also 

known as the Fragrance Prayer. Cardinal Newman was 

as an Anglican priest, who converted to Roman Catholicism 

in 1845 at the age of 44, and was subsequently ordained a 

Catholic priest. He was beatified by Pope Benedict 

XVI on September 19, 2010. 

Dear Jesus, help me to spread Your fra-

grance wherever I go. 

Flood my soul with Your spirit and life. 

Penetrate and possess my whole being so 

utterly, that my life may only be a radiance 

of Yours. 

Shine through me, and be so in me that eve-

ry soul I come in contact with may feel Your 

presence in my soul. 

Let them look up and see no longer me, but 

only Jesus! 

Stay with me and then I shall begin to shine 

as You shine, so to shine as to be a light to 

others. 

The light, O Jesus, will be all from You; 

none of it will be mine. 

It will be you, shining on others through 

me. 

Let me thus praise You the way You love 

best, by shining on those around me. 

Let me preach You without preaching, not 

by words but by my example, by the catch-

ing force of the sympathetic influence of 

what I do, 

the evident fullness of the love my heart 

bears to You. 

Amen. 

Radiating Christ Prayer 

Cardinal John Henry Newman 


