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Bishop Taylor To Speak   

On Immigration Crisis 

 

Bishop Anthony Taylor, bishop of 

the Diocese of Little Rock since 

2008, will present his views on the 

current immigration crisis at the 

US-Mexico border during the Pax 

Christi LR Speaker Series sched-

uled at 7 pm on Thurs-

day, July 11. The meet-

ing will take place at 

Fitzgerald Hall in St. 

John’s Center (2500 N. 

Tyler Street, Little 

Rock).   

In 2018, 92,959 people 

made claims of credible 

fear and asked for asy-

lum at the US-Mexico 

border. This is a signifi-

cant jump from 2017, 

when 55,584 claims were made. 

Many experts, including Kate 

Jastram, senior staff attorney for 

the Center for Gender and Refugee 

Studies at the University of Califor-

nia Hastings College of the Law, 

indicate that this growth is in large 

part due to the increased violence 

in Central American countries like 

Honduras, Guatemala, and El Sal-

vador.  

In the past two years, President Trump 

and his administration have tried sever-

al deterrent measures including making 

applicants wait in Mexico, decreasing 

the number of applications processed 

each day and making people wait weeks 

and months to enter the 

country, attempting to dic-

tate that claims of domestic 

and gang violence wouldn't 

qualify as grounds for asy-

lum, and enforcing a “zero 

tolerance” policy that has 

led to separation of children 

from their families. 

Bishop Taylor has stated on 

several occasions that peo-

ple who are coming to this 

country to escape intolera-

ble living situations should be wel-

comed with “open arms and generous 

heart.” He has also spoken out against 

separation of children from their fami-

lies at the border, referring to this prac-

tice as immoral. Bishop Taylor supports 

Catholic Social teachings, which in-

struct the faithful to welcome the for-

eigner out of charity and respect for the 

human person. This right to immigrate 

should be accommodated, especially by 

financially blessed nations. Immigrants 

are also obliged to respect with grati-

tude the heritage of their adopted coun-

try and follow its laws. 

Bishop Anthony Taylor 

You shall not oppress a resident alien; 

you well know how it feels to be an alien, 

since you were once aliens yourselves in 

the land of Egypt. Exodus 23:9 
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Peace Offerings 

Pax Christi’s Monthly Mission 

Our custom is to contrib-

ute to a different peace 

and social justice cause 

at each of our monthly 

meetings. In July, we will 

be collecting donations 

for backpacks filled with school supplies, a 

project undertaken by Pax Christi LR. We will 

be providing supplies for four schools in the 

2019-20 school year-Rockefeller Elem., Osceo-

la Elem., St. Theresa’s Catholic School and N. 

Little Rock Catholic Academy. General sup-

plies will also be given to schools in Pine Bluff. 

Pax Christi Little Rock has scheduled an evening 

of  work and fun! We need your help filling over 

1200 backpacks with school supplies for four Ar-

kansas elementary schools. We will be gathering 

at 6 pm on Monday, August 5  on the third floor 

of the Christ the King Ministries Building (the 

building just south of the church/family life cen-

ter.) Come join us to provide Rockefeller Elemen-

tary, St Theresa’s Catholic School, NLR Catholic 

Academy, and Osceola Elementary with school 

supplies for the 2019-2020 school year. Refresh-

ments served. All are welcome!                                             

HELP PACK BACKPACKS! Christ, You Spoke to Us of Children 

Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 

Pax Christi Little Rock wants to invite all in-

terested parties to send in articles pertaining 

to peace and social justice to add to our news-

letter. Your story can be related to your opin-

ion on a topic, a personal experience or per-

haps an event that occurred in the world that 

affects our work towards social justice. You 

can email your article to paxchris-

tilr@gmail.com. 

Christ, you spoke to us of children:                                                   

“Let the children come to me.                                                                    

Do not stop them, for the kingdom is for little ones like these.” 

God, we grieve now as our nation fails its moral obligation        

To receive the refugees. 

 

Christ, you spoke of God’s intention:                                                   

“Do not cause my children harm!”                                                       

Yet we place them in detention,                                                                    

Far from loved ones, scared and worn.                                                     

Children, huddled close together,                                                     

grieve for families that are severed;                                               

God of love, what have we done? 

 

Christ, you taught us to give water                                                           

And to help the ones who thirst.                                                                     

Yet in places near the border, we confess we’ve done our worst.   

Those who walk must now walk farther,                                                          

We have made their journey harder:  We dump water in the dirt. 

 

God of immigrant and stranger,                                                                    

God who welcomes those in need,                                              

When your children are in danger,                                                        

Will we love them or concede?                                                              

May we not seek cheap forgiveness                                                  

Till we dare to work for justice–                                                             

Till your little ones are freed. 
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PEACE PARTNERS 
Peace Partners highlights various peace 

and social justice organizations that share 

our vision: active promotion of peace in 

our neighborhood, state, country and 

world. The goal is to increase awareness of 

the many organizations in our area that 

work for peace through social justice and 

invite joint ventures between these groups 

to increase the effectiveness of our mis-

sion. 

The Better Angels Project 

Better Angels is a citizens’ or-

ganization uniting red and blue 

Americans in a working alliance 

to depolarize America. 

 Try to understand the other 

side’s point of view, even if 

you don’t agree with it. 

 Engage those you disagree 

with, looking for common 

ground and ways to work to-

gether. 

 Support principles that bring 

us together rather than di-

vide us from one another. 

Better Angels is developing a 

new way of talking politics. 

For more information, go to   

https://www.better-angels.org/  

SOLES4SOULS 

Over the past month, 140 corks have been donated to 

Soles4Souls. Added to the total number (11.504) sent out 

to Soles4Souls previously, our total is 11,644. Save your 

corks and bring them to our next PCLR meeting, drop 

them off at 415 N. McKinley St., #1040, LR or call 258-

8653 and we’ll pick them up. Thanks!  

Mend your ways. Encourage one another. 

Live in harmony and peace, and the God 

of love and peace will be with you. 2 Cor 

13:11 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: 

LET’S BUILD A HOME TOGETHER 

 Pax Christi Little Rock is coordinating a project between 

many of the peace and social justice organizations in the 

Central Arkansas area to sponsor all or part of one 

home construction through Habitat for Humanity. We 

have already received pledges of $400 from different 

sources. Habitat needs $20,000 in addition to their 

grant money to build one home. Here are the possible 

Sponsorship levels we can achieve dependent on the 

amount of money we raise: 

Adopt a Home Sponsor ($20,000) 

 Exclusive level that funds a whole home! 

 Five on-site building days 

Blueprint Sponsor ($10,000) 

 Two on-site building days 

 Participate in home dedication ceremony 

Trim Sponsor ($5,000) 

 One on-site building day 

 Invitation to home dedication ceremony 

Beautification Sponsor ($2,000) 

 One on-site landscaping day 

 Invitation to home dedication ceremony 

Our level of sponsorship is contingent on amount donated 

by the end of Sept.  If you or your group are interested in 

participating, send your donation to PCLR at 415 N. McKin-

ley St., #1040 Little Rock, AR 72205. Let’s work together to 

bring peace through social justice to our community. 

https://www.better-angels.org/
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SAVE THE DATE 
PAX CHRISTI LR SPEAKER SERIES 

Presents 
 

 Glen White, PhD 

The Better Angels Project 
Mending the Divide: Teaching Political Discourse 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8 at 7 PM 
 

FITZGERALD HALL, ST. JOHN’S CENTER 
 2500 N. TYLER STREET, LITTLE ROCK 72203 

 



 

Peace Offerings 

Page 5 Pax Christi Little Rock 

CALENDAR OF PEACE 

JULY/AUGUST EVENTS 

 

    July 8     ACPJ Monthly Meeting  6:30-8:30 pm 

                   Little Rock Friends Meeting House 

                   3415 W. Markham, Little Rock 

                      

    July 11    PCLR Board Meeting- 6 pm Fitzgerald Hall 

                    Speakers Series—Bishop Anthony Taylor  

                    Immigration Crisis-A Right to Life Issue 

                    7 pm - Fitzgerald Hall at St. John’s Center 

                    2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock 

     

    July 13     St. Joseph Farm Stand 8-12  

                     6800 Camp Robinson Rd, N. Little Rock 

                     Open every Saturday morning  

   

    Aug  5       Backpacks Filled with School Supplies 

                     All invited to help fill backpacks for 4 

                     elementary schools in Arkansas 

                     6 pm-Christ the King Ministries Bldg., 

                     3rd floor 

                     4000 N. Rodney Parham, Little Rock 

 

     Aug 6       Peace Week Planning Meeting-5:30-7 pm 

                     Hillary Rodham Clinton Library 

                     4800 W. 10th Street, Little Rock 

 

     Aug 8       PCLR Board Meeting- 6 pm- Fitzgerald Hall 

                     Speakers Series—Glen White, PhD  

                     Better Angels Project 

                     7 pm - Fitzgerald Hall at St. John’s Center 

                     2500 N. Tyler Street, Little Rock 

 

     Aug 10    Taste of Faith  6 pm 

                    Statehouse Convention Center                                                                                

Taste of Faith is a dinner that raises 

money to help pay for seminarian ed-

ucation in the Diocese of Little Rock. 

Pax Christi will host a table for this 

fundraiser that takes place on Satur-

day, August 10 at 6 pm at the 

Statehouse Convention Center. If you 

are interested in having a place at the 

table, contact Sherry Simon at (501) 

258-8653. In addition to the meal, 

attendees are treated to musical en-

tertainment, testimonies and talks 

from the diocesan vocations director 

and our bishop. It is estimated that it 

costs the diocese $36,000 each year 

to educate one seminarian per year. 

So, the diocese needs about $1.5 mil-

lion annually for their immediate edu-

cation and living expenses. 

If you would like to donate to semi-

narian education in the diocese, you 

can contribute to the Msgr. James 

O’Connell Seminarian Fund. Taste of 

faith is sponsored by the Stewardship 

and Development Office. For more in-

formation, contact Dianne Brady, di-

rector, at (501) 664-0340, ext. 391. 

Priestly ministry involves being shep-

herds ‘with the smell of the sheep,’ who 

live in their midst to bring the mercy of 

God to them. Pope Francis 

TASTE  OF FAITH 

https://www.dolr.org/seminarian-fund
https://www.dolr.org/seminarian-fund
https://www.dolr.org/seminarian-fund
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JUSTICE IN THE SCRIPTURES 

Richard Rohr 

punitive and retributive, but we must 

stay with the text—and observe how we 

gradually let God “grow up.” God does not 

change as much as human knowledge of 

God evolves. A sole focus on divine retri-

bution leads to an ego-satisfying and 

eventually unworkable image of God 

which situates us inside of a very unsafe 

and dangerous universe. Both Jesus and 

Paul observed the human tendency to-

ward retribution and spoke strongly 

about the limitations of the law (see the 

Sermon on the Mount, Romans, and Ga-

latians). 

Let me expand on our secular and limited 

definition of justice which for most Western-

ers is merely retributive justice. When people 

on the news say, “We want justice!” they 

normally mean that bad deeds should 

be punished or that they want vengeance. 

Our judicial, legal, and penal systems are 

almost entirely based on this idea of retribu-

tive justice. This much bad deserves this 

much punishment; this much good deserves 

this much reward. The rational, logical, tit 

for tat, quid pro quo system makes sense to 

most of us. It does appear to be holding civil 

society together at some level, and seems to 

be the best our dualistic world can do. 

I certainly recognize there are many early 

passages in the Bible that present God as 

If our desire for justice is not rooted primarily in the 

pursuit of restoration, then reconciliation will be near-

ly impossible to achieve. It is precisely because grace 

is undeserved that makes it grace. Jamie Arpin-Ricci 



The biblical notion of justice, beginning in 

the Hebrew Scriptures with the Jewish 

prophets—especially Moses, Isaiah, Jere-

miah, Ezekiel, and Hosea—is quite differ-

ent. If we read carefully and honestly, we 

will see that God’s justice is actual-

ly restorative. In each case, after the 

prophet chastises the Israelites for their 

transgressions against YHWH, the proph-

et continues by saying, in effect, “And 

here’s what YHWH will do for you: God 

will now love you more than ever! God will 

love you into wholeness. God will pour up-

on you a gratuitous, unbelievable, unac-

countable, irrefutable love that you will fi-

nally be unable to resist.” 

God “punishes” us by loving us more! How 

else could divine love be supreme and vic-

torious? Check out this theme for your-

self: read such passages as Isaiah 29:13-

24, Hosea 6:1-6, Ezekiel 16 (especially 

verses 59-63), and so many of the Psalms. 

God’s justice is fully successful when God 

can legitimate and validate human beings 

in their original and total identity! God 

wins by making sure we win—just as any 

loving human parent does. The little “time 

outs” and discipline along the way are 

simply to keep us awake and growing. 

As Isaiah says of God, “My thoughts are 

not your thoughts, nor are your ways my 

ways” (Isaiah 55:8). Yet I am afraid we of-

ten pull God down into “our thoughts.” 

We naively and erroneously think fear, 

anger, intimidation, threat, and punish-

ment are going to lead people to love. 

Show me where that has worked. We can-

not lead people to the highest level of mo-

tivation by teaching them the lowest. God 

always and forever models the highest—

love—and our task is always to “imitate 

God” (Ephesians 5:1). 
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 Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you: there-

fore he will rise up to show you compassion. For 

the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who 

wait for him! Isaiah 30:18 
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Pax Christi is Latin for “Peace of Christ.” 

There are several places in the New Testa-

ment that encourage all to live in peace. 

Christ greeted his disciples with the 

words, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I 

give to you. Not as the world gives do I give 

it to you. Do not let your hearts be trou-

bled or afraid” (John 14:27). He also said, 

“I have told you these 

things, so that in me you 

may have peace. In this 

world you will have trou-

ble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world” 

(John 16:13). This peace 

has been described as a 

feeling, a state of being, 

that people who are living 

in the Word of Christ experience. It has 

also been known as a gift given by  the 

grace of Christ. Christ, who came into the 

world to heal and encourage the poor and 

afflicted among us, that is, all of us. He 

also taught us, through his example, how 

to find this peace through sacrificing His 

life for the lives of others. His focus was 

consistently on the other, keeping his 

heart open to them in love no matter their 

response. 

One of our primary goals in Pax Christi is 

to learn how to develop this peace in our 

own hearts so that we might be better 

channels for this same peace into the 

world. It has been amazing to watch our 

members put their energy into so many dif-

ferent projects in such selfless, sacrificial 

ways. The results of their work have borne 

fruit that serves to enhance the lives of 

others, and it has been from relationship 

and community that this 

peace seems to emerge. 

One example of a person 

who has turned their life 

over to this path of giving 

to others, particularly 

children, is Sherry Mar-

tin, the treasurer of Pax 

Christi Little Rock. Since 

the inception of Pax Christi LR in Decem-

ber, 2016, Sherry has worked tirelessly be-

hind the scenes to establish PCLR as a 

non-profit organization. She then turned 

her focus onto project after project that 

have helped others improve their lives. 

Sherry works as a full-time paralegal in a 

prestigious local law firm. So, she had the 

legal knowledge necessary to set PCLR up 

as a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation. Early 

in 2017, after listening to a speaker from 

Jericho Way talk about the fact that the 

homeless folks who came to their day cen-

QUIET CURRENTS CARRY THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

When you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the syn-

agogues and in the streets to win the praise of others. Amen, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 

your right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your Father who sees 

in secret will repay you.  Matthew 6:2-4 
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ter had only garbage bags to carry around 

their possessions, Sherry came up with 

and carried out the idea of providing 100 

backpacks filled with hygiene articles to 

donate to Jericho Way. Shortly after that 

project was completed, Sherry urged PCLR 

to continue the backpack project with a 

local elementary school, filling the packs 

with school supplies. She organized the 

entire endeavor, finding the best prices on 

supplies, buying and picking up the mate-

rials, renting the U-Haul, helping with de-

livery, etc. Pax Christi is currently in its 

3rd year of this project, now serving 4 ele-

mentary schools in Arkansas plus provid-

ing several Pine Bluff schools with paper 

and notebooks. Sherry will organize and 

lead the filling of 1200 backpacks in just 

over a month, and she makes it look easy! 

Sherry also accompanied nine others to 

Puerto Rico last April. She worked tireless-

ly with her wonderful team, painting a 

home and clearing bamboo and over-

growth on a hillside to prepare the ground 

for agricultural development. She was al-

ways up before everyone else, quietly 

cleaning our living space. She volunteered 

to sleep in the living room on the couch as 

there weren't enough beds in the bed-

rooms for everyone.  

In addition to all of these tasks, Sherry 

keeps PCLR’s finances in order. Pax Chris-

ti LR has moved from a bank account of 

$150 at its beginning to over $12,000 this 

past year. She keeps up with contributions 

and the related tax issues. Sherry moni-

tors the donations made to our monthly 

missions and assures that each recipient 

receives their monies.  

Sherry certainly 

stays very focused 

and involved in all 

parts of PCLR, but 

perhaps the most 

moving aspect of her 

work is the quiet 

and unassuming 

way she goes about giving of herself to ensure 

that the needs of those who have less are met. 

She has a heart for those in need, and she is 

inspired in her giving whenever she encounters 

people in her  world whose lives could be im-

proved with just a little assistance. 

There is no doubt that Sherry is at her best 

when she is in the midst of helping others. She 

has a way of losing herself in the process, with 

her only focus being the work that provides 

some level of social equality for those in need. 

One could say that she is driven to self-sacrifice, 

and many have benefitted from her efforts. 

Sherry Martin will not appreciate this sharing of 

her story as she never wants attention focused 

on herself. However, there is much to be learned 

from her example. Christ always modeled love in 

his interactions with others, and our task is al-

ways to “imitate God” (Ephesians 5:1). So, let us 

go out and give all that is in our hearts, in the  

many diverse ways we are called, to those in 

need. For it is through this complete emptying 

of self that we may become available for the 

Peace of Christ to flow into us and bring the joy 

that comes with sacrifice and love for another. 

SAVE THE DATE 

The date for packing 1200 backpacks with school supplies 

has been set for Monday night, August 5 at 6 pm on the 

third floor of the CTK Ministries Building. Join us! We 

would love to work together with you to meet the needs of 

these beautiful school children! 


