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Sophia Said To Present Comparison Between      

Christianity and Islam at PC March Speaker Series 

Sophia Said, 

founder of the 

Madina Insti-

tute in Little 

Rock, Arkan-

sas and exec-

utive director 

of the Inter-

faith Center, 

will present Islam and Christi-

anity: Comparison of Two 

Great World Religions on 

Thursday, March 12 at 7 pm at 

Fitzgerald Hall on the Diocese of 

Little Rock campus (2500 N. Ty-

ler Street, Little Rock, AR).  

Sophia Said was born and raised 

in Pakistan, moving to Utah with 

her husband in 1996. She re-

ceived her second bachelor’s de-

gree in economics from the Uni-

versity Of Utah in 2007. Later 

that year, she and her husband 

moved to Little Rock where So-

phia attended and graduated 

from the Clinton School of Public 

Service  and became an Ameri-

can citizen in 2012.  

Sophia shares that her interfaith 

work began in the wake of 9/11. 

She told an Arkansas Democrat-

Gazette reporter in 2016 that as 

she struggled to process the ter-

rorist attacks 

on the US, she 

began to read 

more about Is-

lam. She was 

c o n c e r n e d 

about being 

seen as a threat 

by others because of her national-

ity and faith, so she began to or-

ganize informal question and an-

swer sessions at local churches. 

Since 2010, she has been encour-

aging Muslims to buy tables at 

charity events and participate in 

service projects at places like Our 

House and the Arkansas Food 

Bank. She urges Muslims to em-

brace their identity and let others 

know that the Islamic faith sup-

ports peace and nonviolence. In 

fact, she teaches that the word 

Islam means peace and that “its 

important that we see each other 

as humans and connect with 

each other at the human level.” 

This is the essence of her work 

with the Interfaith Center.  

In 2015, Sophia was named 

Peacemaker of the Year by ACPJ 

and in 2016 was presented with 

the Just Communities of Arkan-

sas’ Humanitarian Award.  

Sophia Said 

Classes at Madina 
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WISDOM HOUSE PROJECT: PRESENTATION BY 

THE HUMANITARIAN SOCIETY AT UALR 

Pax Christi mem-

bers attended a 

program on Febru-

ary 21 sponsored 

by the University 

of Arkansas at Lit-

tle Rock (UALR) 

Humanitarian So-

ciety that provided 

information on 

The Wisdom House Project.  Natalie Larri-

son and Jerry Adams, leaders of this initia-

tive, shared information about how the Pro-

ject got started and the different services it 

provides today to the displaced women and 

children of Syria.  

The Wisdom House Project is an Arkansas-

born initiative that has supported a school 

for orphans and a women’s center in war-

torn Idlib Province, Syria since 2016.  The 

Syrian Emergency Task Force, led by 

Mouaz Moustafa 

(executive director) 

and Natalie Larrison 

(outreach director) 

has worked to con-

nect communities 

across the US with 

children in Syria to 

provide financial as 

well as emotional support to those who 

have been devastated by the ongoing war. 

In partnership with the Syrian Emergency 

Task Force, Ms. Larrison founded The Wis-

dom Project in Conway AR. Since its incep-

tion, it has supported over 400 children and 

helped 300 women receive vocational train-

ing.  

In the past few months, conflicts between 

the Assad regime and Syrian rebels have 

led to the displacement of approximately 1 

million Syrian ci-

vilians. Homes and 

buildings have 

been destroyed 

throughout the 

region and many 

have fled the cities 

and are living without significant shelter or 

sustenance near the Turkish border. Bomb-

ings have led to the school outside of Idlib 

closing on three different occasions, most re-

cently last December. However, due to the 

help of the Syrian emergency task force and 

The Wisdom House Project, the kindergarten 

and women’s cen-

ter was re-opened 

last month in a 

new location. The 

organization’s local 

grass-roots team, 

supporters and vol-

unteers have been mobilizing local schools, 

universities, faith groups, and businesses  

here in Arkansas that have connected with the 

Wisdom House through its Letters of Hope for 

Syria campaign to provide ongoing  support. 

They also work to raise awareness of the ongo-

ing atrocities in Syria. To learn more, please 

visit http://thewisdomhouseproject.com/ 

UALR Humanitarian Society 

Natalie Larrison 

Wisdom House Program 

New Kindergarten in Idlib 
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CALENDAR OF PEACE 

MARCH/APRIL EVENTS 

 March 9           ACPJ Monthly Meeting 

                         6:30-8 Quaker Meeting House 

                         3415 W. Markham St., Little Rock  

 

March 12         PCLR Board Meeting- 6 pm- Fitzgerald Hall 

                        Speakers Series-7 pm 

                        Sophia Said-Founder of  The Madina Institute 

                        Islam and Christianity: Comparison of Two 

                                       Great World Religions 

                        Diocese of Little Rock, Fitzgerald Hall 

                        2500 N. Tyler St., Little Rock, AR  

 

March 15          Middle Eastern Studies Program Spring Film Series 

                                                    Tehran Taboo 

                                                      6 pm-9 pm 

                         UALR Student Services Center, Room 104 

 

April 1               AT&T Hunger Summit 

                         9:30 an-4 pm 

                         A summit on hunger presented by the Arkansas  

                         Hunger Relief Alliance and AT&T 

                         6401 W. 12th Street   Little Rock, AR 

                         Cost-$10 

 

April 9               PCLR Board Meeting- 6 pm- Fitzgerald Hall 

                         Speakers Series-7 pm 

                         Lynette Parham 

                         Arkansas Crime Victims Reparations Program 

                         (Partner with Pilgrimage for Peace) 

                         Diocese of Little Rock, Fitzgerald Hall 

                         2500 N. Tyler St., Little Rock, AR  

 

April 19             Pilgrimage for Peace– 2 pm 

                         Gather at Heifer International– 1 World Ave. LR 

                         Walk over the Junction Bridge to the Beacon for  

                         Peace and Hope. Remembrance Service held there    

                         at 3 pm to mourn the violence in our community. 

 

April 19            2020 Mass for Divine Hope and Healing 

                         Diocese of LR-Morris Hall Chapel-5 pm  

 

PEACE PARTNERS 

Peace Partners highlights various 

peace and social justice organiza-

tions that share our vision: active 

promotion of peace in our neighbor-

hood, state, country and world. The 

goal is to increase awareness of the 

many organizations in our area that 

work for peace through social jus-

tice and invite joint ventures be-

tween these groups to increase the 

effectiveness of our mission. 

The Madina Institute in Little 

Rock, Arkansas is an Islamic com-

munity center which includes 

prayer services, religious guidance 

for youth and adults, youth lead-

ership programs, community ser-

vice opportunities and interfaith 

outreach. The institute promotes a 

spiritual and inclusive under-

standing of Islam that is based on 

peace, tolerance, acceptance, in-

terfaith engagement and gender 

equality. In an age when Muslim 

communities are divided by eth-

nic, sectarian and ideological fac-

tionalism, Madina Institute hopes 

to revive the values of love, com-

passion and unity that rest at the 

core of their beloved religion. Their 

programs accomplish this by 

maintaining a commitment to the 

Qur’an and the prophetic way 

while encouraging open dialogue, 

mature discussion and free think-

ing. Those at the Madina Institute 

believe that every human is 

uniquely created and called to a 

compelling purpose. For more in-

formation visit madinainstitute.us. 

madinainstitute.us


Pax Christi’s Monthy Mission 

Our custom is to contrib-

ute to a different peace 

and social justice cause at 

each of our monthly meet-

ings. In March, we will col-

lect donations for the 

Madina Institute. Sophia Said and her staff 

have done a beautiful job in the remodeling 

of their facilities. They are excellent stew-

ards of their resources, doing remodeling 

projects one at a time and only when they 

have the funds available. Let’s be generous!  

Over the past month, 152 corks 

have been donated to Soles4Souls.  

Added to the total number 

(16.543) previously sent off, our 

total is now 16,695. Save your 

corks and bring them to our next 

PCLR meeting, drop them off at 

415 N. McKinley St., #1040, or 

call 258-8653 and we’ll pick them 

up. Thanks to each of you for your 

help! 
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SOLES4SOULS 

PEACE ORGANIZATIONS TO HELP           

BUILD HABITAT HOMES TOGETHER 

the landscape work that our peace coalition will be 

undertaking should begin Saturday, April 12, the 

second home on May 18, and the third on June 6. 

These are approximate dates and more details will 

be given as we approach these deadlines. Pax 

Christi will be signing up individuals from our part-

ner organizations who want to do this inspiring 

work with Habitat and with one another. This is 

such a great opportunity to work together and get 

to know one each other doing what we all believe is 

important-bringing peace through social justice.  

Thanks to all organizations who helped raise funds 

for this event. All real change is made one person at 

a time. 

Several peace and social justice groups in-

cluding Pax Christi Little Rock, Arkansas 

Coalition for Peace and Justice, WAND, and 

World Beyond War worked together to raise 

$2500 to help landscape three Habitat for 

Humanity homes. Lee Bass, CEO for  Habi-

tat for Humanity of Central Arkansas, 

scheduled the work on these homes to take 

place this spring, 2020. Two of the homes 

will be in North Little Rock off of Allen 

Street on the new Porter Cove. The third 

home will be on Thayer Street across from 

the White Water Tavern.  

According to Lee, construction is set to 

begin on the first house mid-March. The 

second house will be started mid-April and 

the final home probably the end of April. So, 

Peace is a daily, a weekly, a monthly process, 

gradually changing opinions, slowly eroding old 

barriers, quietly building new structures.  JFK 
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Dr. Ira Helfand Urges Students to Work      

for Nuclear Disarmament 

Dr. Ira Helfand, Nobel 

Laureate, spoke to ap-

proximately 80 people at 

the Clinton School of 

Public Service on March 

2 at 6 pm. His talk was 

entitled Back from the 

Brink: Can We Prevent Nuclear War? 

Dr. Helfand discussed how climate 

change is going to be an important fac-

tor contributing to increased military 

conflict in the world. He stated that 

there are already forced 

migrations related to 

inability to grow crops 

in certain areas of the 

world and that this 

pattern will increase 

over time and cause 

conflicts as people attempt to flee to oth-

er countries. Countries that have nucle-

ar weapons will be more likely to employ 

them due to increased tensions. Addi-

tionally, he provided scien-

tific data detailing the ef-

fect of nuclear war on the 

climate, potentially leading 

to a nuclear ice age. He 

asked students to take ac-

tion and tell their local 

leaders to call for changes 

in our nuclear policy.  

Dr. Helfand spoke to 

a full house of over 

60 Hendrix students 

on Tuesday, March 3 

at 11 am. He was in-

troduced as “the qui-

etest, scariest man 

on the planet,” and 

the students were in 

agreement with this characterization af-

ter he described in great detail the ef-

fects of nuclear war on the planet. Dr. 

Helfand encour-

aged the students 

to take his warn-

ing as a responsi-

bility to work to-

wards nuclear dis-

armament so that 

they would not have to deal with the 

consequences of nuclear conflict. He 

shared the five resolutions proposed by 

the Back from the Brink campaign and 

encouraged the students 

to share this infor-

mation with friends, 

family, organizations, 

political leaders, etc. so 

that their grassroots ef-

fort might lead to 

change and eventual bi-

lateral disarmament. 

Clinton School of  Public Service Hendrix College 

Clinton School 

Dr Helfand and 

Peace Talks 

Dr Helfand-Hendrix 

Standing Room Only 

The After Party 
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Dr. Ira Helfand spoke 

at the Clinton School 

Speaker Series on 

Monday, March 2 at 6 

pm. Following his talk, 

the Clinton School 

treated him to dinner 

at the Copper Grille near the school. Upon 

walking in the door of the restaurant, Dr. 

George Simon spotted Little Rock Mayor 

Frank Scott sitting at a table. This led to 

introductions and a promise by Mayor Scott 

to meet with Pax Christi members and re-

view the Back from the Brink resolution. 

Mayor Scott stated that he would be happy 

to work with us on the campaign, saying 

twice, “I’ll do whatever you need.” This 

meeting is even more miraculous as the 

mayor and city board were invited to the 

talk but were unable to attend! 

The AR Peace and 

Justice Memorial 

Movement was 

formed in 2019 to 

document inci-

dents of racial 

terrorism, lynch-

ings and riots 

that have occurred across Arkansas. As 

part of their mission, Kwami and Clarice 

Abdul-Rey brought the play Death By De-

sign: The Secret Holocaust of Wrightsville, 

Arkansas performed by the Meridian High 

School Dept. of Theater and Performing 

Arts to the stage at the Mosaic Templars 

Cultural Center for 3 showings on Feb 28 

and Feb 29. This play, written and directed 

by Randy Ferino, revealed the true story of 

21 young black boys killed in a fire at a 

Wrightsville youth work camp in 1959.  

MIRACLE OF THE MONTH Arkansas Peace and Justice Memorial 

Movement: Death by Design 

 SAVE THE DATE 
PAX CHRISTI LR SPEAKER SERIES 

Presents 
 

LYNETTE PARHAM 

ARKANSAS CRIME VICTIMS                            
REPARATIONS PROGRAM 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 16 at 7 PM 
 

FITZGERALD HALL, ST. JOHN’S CENTER 
 2500 N. TYLER STREET, LITTLE ROCK 72203 

Dr. Helfand and Mayor Scott 

Death by Design cast 



 

Peace Offerings 

Page 7 Pax Christi Little Rock 

Broken Glass                                         
Nasirah Kathrada 

There is broken glass on the street,                                     

Lego blocks are no longer the only things that hurt her feet. 

She holds a tattered teddy bear,                                           

Cotton leaks out-like blood-at the tear. 

 

Her schoolmates lay in silent rows on the ground.                                         

On granite stones, her father’s name can be found. 

 

She remembers her brother teaching her to play Hop-scotch 

with pebbles, Now he throws those pebbles at the oppressors, 

along with the other rebels. 

 

The windows of her childhood home are shattered,                                       

Her brother’s skin is scarred and tattered. 

 

She looks down at the broken glass, which is now stained red,                     

And says a silent prayer for her father, her childhood and her 

brother’s spirit, which are all dead. 
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Thoughts While Standing on a Street Corner 

 

I signed up to pray in front of the abor-

tion clinic each Friday of Lent at 6 pm as 

part of the 40 Days for Life campaign. I 

must say that I still am not clear as to 

why I agreed to do this as it is not a 

ministry to which I’ve ever felt called to  

be a part. My lack of calling is probably 

due to the fact that I realize I have al-

ways been of two minds on this issue. 

So, I decided to use my hour each week 

praying for the babies, the women, the 

fathers, the families, the staff, and the 

doctors who are faced with decisions 

around abortion. So far, I have spent 

two hours on a corner in front of the 

abortion clinic. Most people would say 

not much time at all. I will not hold a 

sign, because I do not want these wom-

en to feel judged by me in any way. 

Empty-handed, I pray silently for             

. . .answers. Answers for these individu-

al women and answers to this age-old 

problem. And, although there are no 

clear answers to this complicated and 

painful dilemma, I wonder if just sharing 

some of the thoughts that came to me 

while standing there and praying might 

provoke conversation that could at least 

lead both sides to interact with one an-

other and begin to talk about who they 

are and how they came to these opposite 

positions. 

One of the most clear understandings 

that came to me on the first night was 

that I hold inside of myself two inde-

pendent truths. First of all, I absolutely 

believe that all life is sacred, from concep-

tion to natural death. All life is a gift from 

God, and the sanctity of this life should be 

honored and protected. In direct juxtaposi-

tion to this certainty, I also believe that wom-

en have rights to make decisions about 

their own body and that no one who hasn’t 

walked in their shoes should feel equipped 

to judge their path. Such a paradox of be-

liefs, I know, but I’ve been taught that God 

lives in the middle of paradox and that He 

often creates a third way. A solution that 

emerges from opposing positions.  

So, for the past two weeks, stories that differ-

ent women have shared with me over the 

years about their experience with abortion 

have replayed themselves in my head. The 

pain and anguish that many felt when faced 

with this decision as well as the apparent 

nonchalance of others who looked upon it as 

a convenient form of birth control. There were 

many emotional, economic, physical, and 

spiritual factors that contributed to their con-

sideration of ending life, some of which they 

were aware of and some completely uncon-

scious. The vast majority of these women 

did not have a concept of the sacredness 

of life because they had never been treated 

as though their life was sacred. Because of 

issues of abuse, neglect, indifference, or sim-

ple disregard or lack of experience of their 

own holiness, many women did not feel con-

nected with this new life in their body. There 

were also those women who made the deci-

sion to abort their baby and grieved this deci-

sion greatly. Regardless of their experience, I 
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believe that the act of making the deci-

sion to end life wounded them in both 

seen and unseen ways, both then and 

over their lifetime. 

A scripture passage came to me while I 

was standing on the corner praying. I’m 

not very good at remembering where the 

stories in the Bible are located, so I had 

to come home and look it up. It was John 

8: 1-12, the story of Jesus and how he 

dealt with the adulteress when the Phari-

sees brought her to him for judgment: 

“Teacher,” they said to him, “this woman 

has been caught in the act of adultery. In 

the law, Moses ordered such women to be 

stoned. What do you have to say about 

the case? Jesus bent down and started 

tracing on the ground with his finger. 

When they persisted in their questioning, 

he straightened up and said to the, “Let 

the man among you who has no sin be 

the first to cast a stone at her.” A second 

time he bent down and wrote on the 

ground. Then the audience drifted away 

one by one, beginning with the elders. 

This left him alone with the woman, who 

continued to stand there before him. Je-

sus finally straightened up and said to 

her, “Woman, where did they all disap-

pear to? Has no one condemned you? “No 

one, sir,” she answered. Jesus said, “Nor 

do I condemn you. You may go, but from 

now on avoid this sin.” 

This passage made me realize the depth 

of my own sin when it comes to judging 

others and perhaps even more important-

ly, not honoring life in all of its many 

forms. I started thinking about the home-

less person I passed by without making 

eye contact because they were talking to 

themselves. The neighbor I avoid because 

she talks a lot and sometimes I feel like I 

don’t have time. The times when I was a kid 

and I sunk aluminum cans in the lake while 

we were out fishing. The times I raised my 

voice to my children and my husband in an-

ger and impatience. All of these and many 

more were times when I didn't treat life as if 

it were a gift from God, sacred and holy. I 

have not always known what the effect of my 

disregard for life has been on others, but af-

ter these past two weeks I do know that I 

may have been one of those factors in a per-

son’s life that could lead them to believe that 

they are not a gift from God. I was part of the 

problem, not a part of the solution. And I 

couldn't wait for someone else to “do right by 

life.” I needed to do right by life, in each mo-

ment of every day. 

Still, I am left with the paradox, but maybe 

with an idea about how to bridge this bipolar 

issue. While standing on the corner in front 

of the abortion clinic, I kept looking next 

door at the Pregnancy Resource Center, aptly 

named because they provide resources, both 

physical and emotional, to pregnant women 

who make the decision to keep their babies. 

Every day, they take action to assure that 

each of the women that walk in their doors 

feels sacred, and they give her information 

and assurance that the life she carries is sa-

cred as well. The thought occurs to me that 

each of us, every day, can do this same 

thing-intentionally treat life as a sacred gift 

so that, one day, there will no longer be re-

quests for abortion clinics. This conversion 

of hearts will take time, a lot of love, a lot of 

sacrifice, and a tremendous awareness of 

our neighbor. It seems, though, that conver-

sion of hearts, one person at a time, was the 

path chosen by Christ while he was here 

among us. Perhaps our world and our  souls 

would benefit from following His example. 


