
Fr. Jack Harris will speak to 

Pax Christi Little Rock at 7 pm 

following our board meeting 

on Thursday, May 11.  He will 

be relating his experience as 

a prison chaplain on death 

row at the Varner Unit. This is 

a topic of extreme interest 

currently as the state of Ar-

kansas attempted to execute 

eight men in 11 days from 

April 17-27, 2017. (see April 

PCLR newsletter) Over that 

period of time, the state was 

successful in executing four 

of these men, Ledell Lee, Jack 

Jones, Marcel Williams and 

Kenneth Williams via lethal 

injection.  

Father Harris has spiritually 

counseled several inmates on 

death row for many years. His 

familiarity with these men as 

well as his witness to the ef-

fects of the death penalty on 

the victims, their families, 

other prisoners and the pris-

on staff will provide the Pax 

Christi-LR  board and sup-

porters with much needed 

information as PCLR contin-

ues to support the Arkansas 

Coalition to Abolish the 

Death Penalty in changing 

legislation in Arkansas re-

garding implementation of 

the death penalty in our jus-

tice system. The Catholic 

Church reinforces abolition 

of the death penalty as part 

of its teaching that all life is 

sacred. According to the 

catechism as well as Evan-

gelium Vitae and the teach-

ings of our bishops, we can-

not take the lives of offend-

ers if non-lethal means are 

available to protect society. 

Pax Christi, as a peace and 

social justice movement that 

follows the teachings of the  
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Catholic Church, emphasizes 

nonviolence in all forms.  

The meeting will be held at St. 

John’s Center (2500 N. Tyler 

Street, Little Rock) in Fitzgerald 

Hall, Rm. 101. All are welcome to 

attend.  

Fr. Jack Harris to Share Experience as Death Row Chaplain 

Pax Christi Strong Presence at Capitol Rally to Abolish Death Penalty 

Johnny Depp 

The Arkansas Coalition to 

Abolish the Death Penalty 

sponsored a rally at the 

State Capitol on April 14, 

Good Friday, to protest the 

executions that were set to 

begin the day after Easter, 

April 17. Several hundred 

people attended the event. 

They heard speakers including 

Bishop Anthony Taylor, Rita 

Sklar (ACLU), Furonda Brasfield 

(ACADP), Damien Echols and 

Johnny Depp. Pax Christi Little 

Rock provided a strong, sup-

portive presence at the rally. 
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Contact Information 

 

 Website:  

www.paxchristilittlerock. 

wordpress.com 

 Facebook:                            

Pax Christi Little Rock 

 Address:                               

415 N. McKinley, Ste. 1040  

Little Rock, AR  72205 

 Phone:  (501) 663-5075 

 Email:                         

paxchristilr@gmail.com 

          

Blessed are the Peacemak-

ers, for they shall be called 

the children of God. 
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Pax Christi Little Rock was involved in the 

vigil at the Governor’s Mansion to protest 

the planned executions  of 8 men between 

the dates of April 17-27, 2017. During the 

course of the vigil, PCLR was able to join in 

solidarity with other social justice groups in 

Little Rock including various churches, the 

Arkansas Coalition to Abolish the Death 

Penalty (ACADP),   Women’s Action for New 

Directions (WAND), the Episcopal Peace 

Movement, Arkansas Coalition for Peace 

and Justice (ACPJ), and The Clinton School 

of Public Service. New alliances were 

formed and plans made for future involve-

ment with these groups. Most importantly, a 

message was sent to this state, country and 

world that there are many Arkansans who 

recognize the serious practical, spiritual 

and legal problems inherent in utilizing the 

death penalty as a means for punishment. 

 

 Vigil at the Governor’s Mansion 
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          Pilgrimage for Peace  

 

Save the Date 

 

 

The fourth annual Pilgrimage for 

Peace was held at 2:00 pm on Sun-

day, April 23. This communal walk 

started at Heifer International, 1 

World Avenue in Little Rock and 

ended at the Beacon of Peace and 

Hope on Riverfront Drive in North 

Little Rock. A Service of Remem-

brance was held at the Beacon site, 

consisting of ecumenical prayers, 

music, and brief reflections from 

scripture and literature. The names 

of homicide victims in Pulaski Coun-

ty from the past year were read 

aloud throughout the ceremony. The 

pilgrimage was organized by local 

faith and activist communities in Pu-

laski County to “mourn the violence 

committed in our community and the 

world and to walk together as active 

peacemakers.”   

Sponsors of this event included Ar-

kansas Coalition for Peace and Jus-

tice, Episcopal Peace Movement, 

Arkansas Coalition to Abolish the 

Death Penalty, and Pax Christi Little 

Rock. 

John Dear was invited to come to Little 

Rock by several local peace and justice 

groups to give two separate talks on 

peace and nonviolence. On Wednes-

day, April 19 at 6:30, he spoke at St. 

John’s Center on “Reclaiming the Gos-

pel of Peace.”  He focused on the beati-

tudes and noted how our religious cul-

ture has lost the original message of 

Christ. A message of peace. John also  

gave a rousing talk on “Peace, Politics 

and Protest” at  The Clinton School of 

Public Service at noon on Thursday, 

April 20. He emphasized the fact that 

peace is an active movement that 

should be sought first within ourselves and then in the world at large in 

all areas of violence: racism, war, poverty, immigration issues, envi-

ronmental destruction, etc. 

John Dear was here during the week of executions of four death row 

inmates in Little Rock. Throughout his talks, he highlighted the im-

portance of standing for life in all forms.  John eloquently explained 

the consistent ethic of life and how this relates to all life on the planet. 

Jay Barth, PhD will be the speaker 

at the Pax Christi  meeting  on 

Thursday, June  8 at 7 pm. Dr. Barth 

is an M.E. and Ima Graves Peace 

Distinguished Professor of Politics 

at Hendrix College. He will be 

speaking on Civil Discourse, 

providing information on improv-

ing communication between op-

posing parties in these conflicted 

political times. 

John Dear Speaks on Nonviolence 

Jay Barth, PhD 


