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The Diocesan Council for Black Catholics      

to Provide Their Insight and Experience       

Regarding Issues of Race in our Church 

On Thursday, August 20 at 6:30, several members of the Diocesan 

Council for Black Catholics will take part in a dialogue via Zoom 

with Pax Christi members, addressing their experiences and learned 

insights on issues of race both in our society and in our Church. This 

is part of Pax Christi Little Rock’s continuing focus on systemic racism 

since the death of George Floyd while in police custody on May 25, 

2020. The Diocesan Council for Black Catholics represents black pa-

rishioners in the Diocese of Little Rock. Father Warren Harvey is the 

liaison between this group and Bishop Taylor. Fr. Harvey shared that 

the Council is making plans to schedule a series of listening sessions 

with parishes across the state. They have already met with Diocese of 

Little Rock seminarians and members of the diaconate. Bishop Taylor 

is completely supportive of the Council and these meetings, having 

written a letter to Arkansas Catholics in July addressing areas of sys-

temic racism present in our culture.   

Pax Christi encourages you to be a part of this important exchange.  

Here is the zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84012510213?pwd=cG81UnArR1I4Z

ml4MVc4aGVkVlFnQT09 

Pax Christi Little Rock 

Speaker Series 

 Welcomes 

 The Diocesan Council 

for Black Catholics 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84012510213?pwd=cG81UnArR1I4Zml4MVc4aGVkVlFnQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84012510213?pwd=cG81UnArR1I4Zml4MVc4aGVkVlFnQT09
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Pax Christi Joins Settled Souls and Jericho 

Way in Helping to House the Unsheltered  

Pax Christi volun-

teers are meeting the 

first Sunday of every 

month at the diocese 

to pack enough box-

es for 4-5 moves. 

Volunteers coordinate the shopping duties, 

meet together to pack the food and have the 

option of helping  take the staples, canned 

goods, and fresh 

foods to the homes. 

Due to COVID re-

strictions, the food 

is taken prior to the 

resident’s arrival. 

Pax Christi Little Rock 

officially joined Settled 

Souls and Jericho Way 

the first week of August 

and participated in two 

moves immediately. To 

meet the needs of each 

resident, the food pantry 

commi t te e  has 

formed four teams: 

staples, canned 

goods, fresh foods 

and the more expen-

sive food items un-

derwritten by Pax 

Christi. Volunteers 

split up the food items 

and do the shopping 

themselves. They  then 

meet once a month to 

pack the food, organiz-

ing the foods for deliv-

ery over the month. As 

this mission grows, we hope to expand 

into hygiene and 

cleaning supplies. 

Come grow with us! 

We need new volun-

teers and would wel-

come your presence. 

FILLING THE PANTRY 

PACKING UP PANTRY SUPPLIES 

FOR  SEVERAL HOMES 

Lee –always there! 

Fresh foods 

Canned Goods 

Cross and Welcome Letter 
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DONATE TO PC’S PANTRY FUND   

RECEIVE FREE PEACEMAKER SIGN 

Pax Christi Little Rock will be working 

with Settled Souls and Jericho Way, fill-

ing the pantries of approximately 50 

newly housed individuals a year. We 

need your help to make this commit-

ment a reality. Our biggest need is in-

creasing our volunteer pool. If you would 

like to come help us shop, pack and/or 

deliver food to residents, please contact 

Jan at 501-944-1548. If you would like 

to contribute financially, you can donate 

any amount easily on our website:  

www.paxchristilittlerock.org 

And best of all, if you contribute $20 or 

more, we will give you a Pray for Peace-

Work for Justice sign for free. If you live 

outside of Little Rock, we have just or-

dered some new signs that say “In Arkan-

sas. In the World.” If you want a sign, 

email us at paxchristilr@gmail.com. 

Come join our team and make a difference 

in Little Rock and in the world!  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
PAX CHRISTI LR BOARD MEETING 

ANN LASSITER-FUNDRAISING 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 13 at 6 PM 

 

ALL BOARD MEMBERS HAVE BEEN SENT AN  
INVITATIONAL LINK FOR ZOOM MEETING. IF YOU 
AREN’T ON THE BOARD AND WANT TO  ATTEND, 

EMAIL US AT: paxchristilr@gmail.com. 

http://www.paxchristilittlerock.org
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Pax Christi Little Rock Commemorates                

75th Anniversary of Hiroshima Bombing  

On August 

6, 1945, the 

US dropped 

an atomic 

bomb on the 

city of Hiro-

shima, Ja-

pan. The 

blast from 

the bomb killed almost 140,000 people. 

Three days later, a second bomb was 

dropped by the US on Nagasaki, killing an-

other 70,000 and marking the end of WWII. 

Since that time seventy-five years ago, no 

other atomic bombs have been used against 

the human population. Unfortunately, nu-

clear weapons still exist in massive num-

bers across the globe and the treaties that 

have limited the use of those types of weap-

ons are unraveling.  

On August 6, 2020, the 75th anniversary of 

the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima, Pax 

Christi LR co-sponsored a virtual commemo-

ration program designed to provide infor-

mation on the ongoing perils of nuclear war 

and to highlight the historical fallout experi-

enced as a result of the decision to use the 

atomic bomb in 1945 to end the war. Go here 

to view this program in its entirety. 

Arkansas Coalition for Peace and Justice 

(ACPJ), Women’s Action for New Directions, 

Arkansas Peace Week, Pax Christi LR and stu-

dents from Pulaski Academy worked together 

to produce this event that included interviews 

with descendants of Marshallese nuclear test 

survivors, current information on the threat of 

nuclear war, stories written by “Hibakashu,” 

and inspirational musical performances.  

 SAVE THE DATE 

Dr. Anika Whitfield 

Arkansas Poor People’s 

Campaign 

Thursday, September 17 

6:30 PM 

Meeting Via Zoom 

To obtain link, email 

paxchristilr@gmail.com 

 
 

Our custom is to con-

tribute to a different 

peace and social justice 

cause at each of our 

monthly meetings. In 

August, we will collect 

donations for the Diocesan Council for 

Black Catholics.  This council is a part of 

the Diocese of Little Rock and seeks to ed-

ucate people in the diocese to the needs 

and gifts of the black community. The ulti-

mate goal is to invite more of the black 

community in Arkansas to be a part of the 

Church. If you would like to send a check, 

you can mail it to 415 N. McKinley St., 

#1040 LR, AR 72205. You can call 501-

258-8653 to donate via phone. 

Pax Christi’s Monthly Mission 

https://www.facebook.com/1186453121437471/posts/3154054718010625/?d=n


Bishop Taylor Joins Back From the Brink         

Campaign and Shares that God is Found in the    

Tiny Whisper of the Peacemakers 
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Last week, Bishop Anthony Taylor 

signed up with the Back from the 

Brink Campaign: A Call to Prevent 

Nuclear War, a national grassroots 

effort endorsed by Pax Christi USA. 

This is an initiative seeking to fun-

damentally change U.S. nuclear 

weapons policy (See resolution on 

page 6 for details). Afterwards, 

Bishop Taylor gave the following 

homily during the weekend of the 

75th anniversary of the bombing of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  

criminate destruction of whole cities or vast 
areas with their inhabitants is a crime 
against God and man, which merits firm 
and unequivocal condemnation. A danger of 
modern warfare is that it provides the op-
portunity to those who possess modern sci-
entific weapons-especially atomic, biologi-
cal, or chemical weapons-to commit such 
crimes.” 
And to counter those who argue that pos-
sessing nuclear weapons serves as a deter-
rence to first strikes against the United 

States, the Catechism adds in 2315, “The 
accumulation of arms strikes many as a 
paradoxically suitable way of deterring po-
tential adversaries from war. They see this 
as the most effective means of ensuring 
peace among nations. This method of deter-
rence gives rise to strong moral reserva-
tions. The arms race does not ensure peace. 
Far from eliminating the causes of war, it 
risks aggravating them. Spending enormous 
sums to produce ever new types of weap-
ons impedes efforts to aid needy popula-
tions; it thwarts the development of peo-
ples. Over-armament multiplies the reasons 
for conflict and increases the danger of es-
calation.” That whole section of the Cate-

19th Sunday Yr 2020—75th Anniversary 
of the Bombing of Hiroshima              

and Nagasaki 
On August 6 we had the 75th anniver-
sary of the bombing of Hiroshima and on 
August 9 the 75th anniversary of the 
bombing of Nagasaki, the first and only 
times that nuclear weapons have been 
used. These nuclear bombs unleashed a 
strong, fiery wind that shook the cities to 
their foundation and took over 100,000 
lives, but in the words of today’s first 
Reading, the Lord was not in the wind 
and fire. He is in the tiny whispering 
sound of those who work for peace. 
While these bombs did serve to bring a 
quick end to the Second World War, 
probably saving the lives of many US sol-
diers, it did so by targeting the civilian 
population, a clear violation of the Cath-
olic moral teaching. As the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church says in 2314, 
“Every act of war directed to the indis-
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chism merits careful study and is a call 
to action. One way to learn more about 
this pro-life issue would be to engage 
with “Back from the Brink: The Call to 
Prevent Nuclear War,” which is found-
ed on these Catholic principles. You 
can find information about this cam-
p a i g n  o n  t h e  i n t e r n e t  a t 
https://preventnuclearwar.org/.  One 
way to get involved locally would be to 
join the Pax Christi movement right 
here in Little Rock (information at 
https://paxchristilittlerock.org/ Nucle-
ar weapons pose such a great threat 
that doing away them is a “right to life” 
issue for us all. 
It is not my role to enter into the poli-

tics involved, but it is my duty to point 

out the moral issues and explain the 

explicit teaching of the Catholic 

Church, which in this case is stated 

clearly in the Catechism for all to see. I 

know that Church teaching may elicit 

a very strong response from people 

who are convinced that these weapons 

are needed for deterrence-on this we 

can agree to disagree, but even if it 

were true, a handful of such weapons 

would more than suffice-14,000 makes 

it literally overkill! 

In our first Reading today, the prophet 

Elijah has a powerful experience of the 

presence of God which I alluded to in 

the beginning of this homily. A strong 

heavy wind was rending the mountains 

and crushing rocks before the Lord-but 

the Lord was not in the wind. After the 

wind there was an earthquake-but the 

Lord was not in the earthquake. After 

the earthquake, there was a fire-but 

the Lord was not in the fire. After the 

fire there was a tiny whispering sound. 

. . And it was in that peaceful moment 

that Elijah encountered the Lord. And 

the same is true for us. At Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki, nuclear bombs un-

leashed a strong, fiery wind that shook 

the cities to their foundation and took 

over 100,000 lives, but the Lord was 

not in that wind and fire. He is in the 

tiny whispering sound of those who 

work for peace. 

PRAYERS FOR HIROSHIMA DAY 

PAX CHRISTI UK 
God, our creator and sustainer, we gather to pray 

in the midst of a broken people who today remem-

ber the darkness and the shadow of death and de-

struction caused by nuclear weapons.  

We know that we deal falsely with the world and 

with ourselves, healing wounds too lightly by say-

ing “peace, peace” when there is no peace.  

Let there be sown in us anew the unity, the light 

and peace which passes all understanding. Be with 

us today and keep our minds and hearts in you 

and in your peace. 

We remember the 300,000 people in Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki who died as a result of the atomic bombs: 

May they rest in peace.  

We remember all those who died in the war with Japan, 

especially those who perished in the prisoner of war 

camps. 

We remember those who gave their lives to help those 

suffering after the bomb and who died of radiation 

sickness. May their faithful and loving witness inspire 

us to compassion.  

We remember those who were able to forgive the suf-

fering inflicted on them by their enemies in war. We 

pray for the same greatness of heart. 

We will remember the peacemaker visionaries who 

have come before us and give thanks to their witness 

and commitment to life. Amen. 

https://preventnuclearwar.org/
https://paxchristilittlerock.org/
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Whereas nine nations together have over 14, 000 nuclear weapons in their arsenals, 

most far more destructive than the two that killed hundreds of thousands in Japan 

in 1945; 

Whereas detonation of even a small number of these weapons could have cata-

strophic human and environmental consequences affecting the entire planet; 

Whereas the United States maintains hundreds of nuclear missiles in underground 

silos on hair-trigger alert, to be launched within minutes with great risk of an acci-

dental, mistaken or unauthorized launch; 

Whereas the United States reserves the right to use nuclear weapons first, making a 

nuclear war more likely; 

Whereas the United States president has the sole and unchecked authority to order 

the use of nuclear weapons; 

Whereas over the next 30 years the United States plans to spend an estimated $1.7 

trillion to replace its entire nuclear arsenal; 

Whereas the United States, as well as Britain, China, France and Russia are obligat-

ed under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to take concrete steps toward 

eliminating their nuclear arsenals; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the CITY OF LITTLE ROCK calls upon 

the US government to embrace the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons and 

make global nuclear disarmament the centerpiece of our national security policy. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the CITY OF LITTLE ROCK calls upon the US 

government to spearhead a global effort to prevent nuclear war by: 

• Renouncing the option of using nuclear weapons first; 

• Ending the sole, unchecked authority of any president to launch a nuclear attack; 

• Taking US nuclear weapons off of hair-trigger alert; 

• Cancelling the plan to replace its entire arsenal with enhanced weapons; and 

• Actively pursuing a verifiable agreement among nuclear-armed states to eliminate 

their nuclear arsenals. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Little Rock Board of Directors will 

send copies of this resolution with a record of its adoption to all members of our Con-

gressional Delegation. 

SIGNED: 

Printed Name                           Address                              Signature 

PAX CHRISTI LR BACK FROM THE BRINK RESOLUTION 



Peace Offerings 

Page 8 Pax Christi Little Rock 

 

PEACE PARTNERS 

Peace Partners highlights various 

peace and social justice organiza-

tions that share our vision: active 

promotion of peace in our neighbor-

hood, state, country and world. The 

goal is to increase awareness of the 

many organizations in our area that 

work for peace through social jus-

tice and invite joint ventures be-

tween these groups to increase the 

effectiveness of our mission. 

The Diocesan Council for 

Black Catholics seeks to edu-

cate people in the diocese to 

the needs and gifts of the black 

community with the purpose of 

inviting more of the black com-

munity to be a part of the  

Church. Currently, there are 

three predominantly Black 

congregations in Arkansas-St. 

Augustine in North Little Rock, 

St. Bartholomew in Little Rock 

and St Peter in Pine Bluff. His-

tory states that many other 

primarily black parishes were 

closed during the Civil Rights 

movement beginning in 1954.  

If you would like more infor-

mation, you can visit  the Dio-

cese of Little Rock website.  

Student Supplies Delivered to 

Three Elementary Schools 

Pax Christi Little Rock de-

livered lots of school sup-

plies to Booker T. Washing-

ton Elementary, St. Theresa 

Catholic School and North 

Little Rock Catholic Acade-

my prior to the beginning of 

the 2020-2021 school year. 

It was a very different pro-

ject this year as school supply chains were affected 

by Covid and we were un-

able to bulk order our 

supplies. However, Pax 

Christi members stepped 

up and decided to go 

shopping! Several folks hit 

the back-to-school sales at 

Target and Walmart, mak-

ing many trips to accumu-

l a t e 

the supplies needed by the  

three schools. It was actually 

a lot of fun!  

Small miracles happened 

along the 

way this 

year as 

well. For example, Pax Christi 

has  partnered with Rockefeller 

Elementary School and provid-

ed them with school supplies 

over the past three years. How-

ever, Rockefeller made the deci-

Picture courtesy of AR Democrat Gazette 

Booker T. Washington 

Unloading  at Washington 

Shopping for Supplies 

We found it at Washington! 

https://www.dolr.org/boards-organizations
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sion to convert to a 

pre-K school this 

year and we were 

unaware of the 

change until after 

it happened. Fortu-

nately, Denise En-

nett, Little Rock 

City Councilwoman 

for District 36 

(where Rockefeller 

is located) is a 

friend on Facebook 

and informed us of the change after 

supplies were al-

ready purchased. 

She recommended 

that we partner 

with Booker T. 

Washington, the 

school where the 

majority of the 

Rockefeller stu-

dents were trans-

ferred. Their princi-

pal, Ms. Aleta Branch, made the delivery 

of supplies easy. She is also looking for-

ward to working with us during Peace 

Week this year!  

Additionally, Pax Christi found out after 

talking with Ms Ennett that Jericho Way 

is also in her 

district and 

s h e  h a s 

worked with 

them on pro-

jects in the 

past. Ms. En-

nett is excited 

to work with 

Pax Christi in our alliance with Jericho Way 

and Settled Souls, providing a pantry set-up 

for unsheltered residents moving into hous-

ing. Ms. Ennett will be a great ally and 

friend to Pax Christi and will no doubt help 

us grow in our ability to serve our neigh-

bors. 

The Backpack filled 

with School Supplies 

Project has been a part 

of Pax Christi Little 

Rock since its incep-

tion. Somehow, the 

support for this project  

happens even in the 

most difficult of times. 

Pax Christi has faith 

that we will continue to 

be able to fund this important cause each 

year with the help of those who have con-

sistently contributed  and those who are 

just now discovering Pax Christi.  

Hauling Paper 

Jan and Ms. Troutman-NLRCA 

St. Theresa’s 

NLRCA Delivery 

My brothers, what good is it to profess faith without practicing it? Such faith has no power 

to save one, has it? If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and no food for the day, and 

you say to them, “Goodbye and good luck. Keep warm and well fed,” but do not meet their 

bodily needs, what good is that? So it is with the faith that does nothing in practice. It is 

thoroughly lifeless.  James 2: 14-17 
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PEACEMAKING IN 2020: SEARCHING 

FOR PEACE IN THE PANDEMIC 
The year 

2020 has 

been a terri-

ble challenge 

f o r  ou r 

world. Given 

the presence of the pandemic and the 

current political climate, it seems that so 

many things in our lives have changed. 

This year has brought tragedy, division, 

isolation, conflict, rage, depression and 

even death to many. Additionally, 

though, it has brought innovation, ap-

preciation, increased family life, quiet-

ness, thoughtfulness and a deepening of 

relationships. It is evident that our world 

will never be the same and that we must 

determine how we as a people are going 

to grow from these difficulties set before 

us.  

Personal examples of reactions to these 

difficult times are the many challenges 

that have faced Pax Christi and our 

partners in peace and social justice here 

in Little Rock. In March, there was a 

sense that everything in our organiza-

tion would come to a grinding halt. 

There seemed no path to take that 

would allow us to pursue the projects we 

had undertaken in past years. I think 

our fellow peacemakers felt the same in 

the early days of Covid-19. However, it 

didn't take long for people to figure out 

how to connect with one another even 

though we were 

committed to 

keeping one an-

other safe by not 

physically con-

necting! The key 

word here is 

“connecting,” because Pax Christi has 

strangely made more connections in 

2020 than in any 

other year of our 

existence as an or-

ganization. 

In April, we started 

very small with our 

m a s k - m a k i n g , 

partnering with Holy Sews and making 

no-sew protective masks for the essen-

tial personnel who work in the hospitals 

here in Little Rock. Several members 

took on this challenge and it turned out 

that we were giv-

en many graces 

through this 

discipline of 

making hun-

dreds of masks 

for those on the 

front lines of medical care. 

Then in May, Pax Christi members de-

cided to provide groceries for Nicole and 

her family of eight children every 2-3 

weeks. This is the same family we 

worked with last Christmas. Pax Christi 

Mask making 

Groceries for Nicole 

Masked and Distanced 



Peace Offerings 

Page 11 Pax Christi Little Rock 

continues to work with 

Nicole and her children 

and will do so through-

out this pandemic. We 

are so thankful that 

from this association 

came the inspiration to 

develop an alliance 

with Settled Souls and Jericho Way to 

provide pantry items for those they 

work with to shelter in homes here in 

Little Rock.   

Additionally, we have had the great for-

tune to work with 

organizations like 

Arkansas Coali-

tion for Peace and 

Justice (ACPJ), 

Women’s Action 

for New Directions 

(WAND), Episcopal Peace Fellowship, 

Indivisible, DecARcerate, Arkansas  

Peace and Justice Memorial Movement 

(APJMM), Diocesan Council for Black 

Catholics and Arkansas Poor People’s 

Campaign for the past several months 

towards identifying and addressing the 

systemic racism found in our society. 

Pax Christi has 

worked on these is-

sues through attend-

ing rallies (masked 

and distanced), con-

ducting zoom sessions 

with informed activists 

and listening directly 

to the inequities expe-

rienced by peo-

ple of color  in 

our society.  

Pax Christi also 

continued its 

Backpacks filled 

with School 

Supplies (without the backpacks) pro-

ject, working even closer together both 

within our organ-

ization and with 

our partners be-

cause of Covid 

restrictions.  

Finally, during 

this time, the 

bonds have strengthened with our 

Church, Bishop 

Taylor, and many of 

the priests in our 

diocese. It has be-

come clear that we 

are all working to-

gether to find that 

“peace which sur-

passes all under-

standing” as we try 

to learn new ways to 

connect with one 

another. Perhaps it is in these chaotic 

times that we can truly begin to under-

stand the wisdom of I 

John 4:11 “Beloved, if 

God has loved us so, 

we must have the 

same love for one an-

other.”  SS 
Rally Against Fear 

Bishop Taylor 

Take a Knee Vigil 

School Partners 


