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PEACE OFFERINGS
PCLR Board Members
•

Mary Hunt (President)

•

Sherry Simon (V. President)

•

Sandee Haslauer (Secretary)

•

Sherry Martin (Treasurer)

•

Lee Bass (Chairperson)

•

Ashley Legere

•

Jacques Pierini

•

Martina Pierini

•

Jan Pipkin

•

George Simon

•

Tamara Tahat

•

Father Warren Harvey
(Chaplain)

Blessed
are
the
Peacemakers,
for
they shall be called
the children of God.
Matthew 5:9
Contact Information
•

Website:
www.paxchristilittlerock.
org

•

Facebook:
Pax Christi Little Rock

•

Address:
415 N. McKinley St., #1040
Little Rock, AR 72205

•

Phone:

(501) 258-8653

•

Email:
paxchristilr@gmail.com

PCLR April Speaker Series:
Center for Healing Hearts and Spirits
In preparation
for the Pilgrimage for Peace on
Sunday,
April
24, Pax Christi
Little Rock has
invited Sharon
Stout and Darlynton Adegor,
PCLR Donated $725
Victim Outreach
to CHHS in 2021
Coordinators for
the Center for Healing Hearts and
Spirits (CHHS), to provide information about the Center as part of
the PCLR April speaker series. The
Pilgrimage will donate all funds
above cost to CHHS to assist them
in their work with victims of violent
crimes. Last year, Pax Christi was
able to donate $725 to the Center
and hopes to increase the contribution this year.
The Center for Healing Hearts and
Spirits has been in operation since
2001. They provide grief counseling
for crime survivors and/or their
families, educational scholarships
and back-to-school supplies for Arkansas youth, emergency domestic
violence shelter services, and reduction/monitoring of youth access
to tobacco. These are just a few examples of the services they provide.

The Center for Healing Hearts and
Spirits is a project of the Women’s
Council on African-American Affairs (WCAAA). They operate in a
spirit of love by connecting people
to services that affect their hearts,
minds, souls and bodies. Victim’s
Services programs include court
advocacy, crisis counseling, emergency room assistance, and support groups to underserved victims of crime in Central Arkansas. The program is funded
through the Arkansas Department
of Finance and Administration.
For more information on CHHS,
you can visit www.hhscenter.org.

Pax Christi Little Rock
presents

Sharon Stout Darlynton Adegor

Victim Outreach Coordinators
Thursday, April 21 6:30 pm

St. John’s Catholic Center
2500 N. Tyler St.
Contact paxchristilr@gmail.com
for more information
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Raymond Bertasi Crafts Serving Trays to Raise
Money for PCLR Backpack Program
Raymond Bertasi is
back at it again. Last
year, he built bluebird
houses and raised over
$6000 for the Pax

plies for the 2022-23
school
year.
Pax
Christi would not be
able to continue serving the five schools

Christi
Backpacks
filled with School Supplies program. This year, he decided to try his
hand at serving trays, charcuterie boards,
cutting boards, trivets
and coasters. After
only two weeks of
marketing and an
open house held on
Sunday, April 10, he
Charcuterie Boards
has already raised
over $5000 of his $6000 goal.

across Arkansas that
it has helped in the
past without this fundraiser.

Open House

That’s because these beautifully crafted trays
made of exotic woods are gorgeous and they
are selling like hotcakes! Raymond has been
working on this
project for many
weeks, wanting to
be sure to stockpile
enough inventory
to be ready when it
Interested Donors
was time to put out
the word about his trays. It takes him about
40 hours to complete 10 trays, but Raymond
doesn't even ask Pax Christi
to reimburse him for his la-

Art on Art

So, here is the question that everyone is asking! What is Raymond Bertasi going
to make next year?
Send in your ideas
to
paxtiny works h o p @ g ma i l . c o m.
Wood Types
Whoever figures out
his woodworking project for the 2023-2024
backpack fundraiser gets one of whatever he
makes for free. One hint: Raymond’s projects
will always be related in some way to Pax
Christi. For example, serving trays
symbolize service
to others. Bluebird houses shelter “bluebirds of
peace.”

Pax tiny workshop

Finally, you can
still donate to

Assuming Raymond reaches
his goal of $6,000, he will

this fundraiser and receive a serving tray.
Check out the cost sheet,
then email Raymond at paxtinyworkshop@gmail.com.
Let him know what you want
and he will set up your donation and delivery/pick-up
of your tray. Many thanks to

make it possible for 480 elementary school children to
get brand new school sup-

all of you for your support.
We couldn’t do these projects without you.

bor. He only asks that materials are paid for so he can
go and buy more wood and
then make more trays!

Sold!

Cost Sheet
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SAVE THE DATE

Fr. Pohlmeier Meets with PCLR Members to Discuss Synod Findings

PAX CHRISTI LITTLE ROCK
MAY SPEAKER SERIES

Pax Christi Little Rock completed its report on
its synod listening sessions conducted on February 27 and March 3. A copy of this report
was sent to Bishop Taylor’s office to be included with the diocesan report to the Vatican as
well as directly to the Secretariat of the Synod
of Bishops.
Upon hearing about Pax Christi’s listening sessions, Fr. Erik Pohlmeier, pastor at Christ the
King Catholic Church in Little Rock (parish to
many PCLR members), requested to speak
with Pax Christi leaders about their findings.
This meeting was explicitly designed to begin
addressing ways in which the Church could
meet the concerns of those who felt excluded,
misunderstood and/or “pushed to the margins” of the Church.

VIDEO PRESENTATION
THURSDAY, MAY 19
6:30 PM
ST JOHN’S CENTER @
FITZGERALD HALL
2400 N. TYLER ST.
paxchristilr@gmail.com
for more information

Yes, God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, that whoever believes in him
may not die but may have eternal life. God
did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might
be saved through him.
John 3: 16-17

Father Pohlmeier opened the meeting by asking the seven Pax Christi members to share
some of their biggest concerns. Members started out by sharing specifically about concerns
for those divorced and then moved more
broadly to many people who feel excluded because of their identity, i.e., LGBTQ individuals,
immigrants, blacks, women (in clergy), etc.
Members shared their concerns for developing
a more diverse Church, where all were welcome to the table.
Father Erik shared his thoughts on the importance of establishing specific groups that
could reach out to others in pain. He said it
was important for people to find a connection
with others who have been through similar
situations so they might move forward to experience a connection with Jesus Christ. He also
emphasized the importance of mission in the
Church, comparing parish outreach to
“sending out the 72.”
Members of Pax Christi left the meeting feeling
heard by Fr. Erik, who left the door open for
further meetings to continue discussing ways
to address the needs of a more diverse Church.
He listened and he shared ideas, setting the
stage for more discussion to follow.
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A Prayer for Ukraine

When: August 5-7, 2022
Where: Washington, D.C.
Get ready for challenging keynotes, engaging workshops, chances to reconnect with old friends and
make new ones, participation in a
national action, and more, with
special opportunities honoring our
50 years of praying, studying and
acting for peace with justice!
•
•

Information for the 50th Anniversary National Conference in 2022:

Click here for conference registration.
Click here to reserve your
hotel room at the DoubleTree
by Hilton (Washington, D.C.Crystal City).
Click here for the conference
schedule.
Click here to read about our
opening keynote, Archbishop
John C. Wester.

God of peace and justice,
we pray for the people of
Ukraine today.
We pray for peace and the
laying down of weapons.
We pray for all those who
fear for tomorrow, that
your Spirit of comfort
would draw near to them.
We pray for those with
power over war or peace,
for wisdom, discernment
and compassion to guide
their decisions.
Above all, we pray for all
your precious children, at
risk and in fear, that you
would hold and protect
them.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Archbishop Justin Welby
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell

Pax Christi Little Rock
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Pax Christi LR Pantry Mission
Updates: March, 2022
Happy Holy Week to all of you dear Food Pantry volunteers! I pray that this season of renewal brings you much joy. As predicted, Mike
Bernardo and his team at Christ the King have
been very busy, and so in conjunction with the
moves Stephanie and the Holy Souls team
made, Pax Christi was able to provide food for
5 individuals/families in the month of March.
We are very grateful for this opportunity to
reach out and serve even more folks who, in
conjunction with Settled Souls, Jericho Way
and other helping organizations are being resettled in homes of their own.
A big shout out to Agnes Bass! She is working
closely with the volunteers to gather background information on our resettled folks.
Thank you Agnes. Your coverage allows us to
share the stories of people who have made the
transition from homelessness to homed
through their own efforts and the support of a
growing number of volunteers. God bless you
all!

On March 8th, the
CTK
team
moved
Randy into his new
apartment. Randy is a
gentleman who had
worked in a nursery in Little Rock until
the nursery closed in 2016. He moved
to Texas for several years and then back
to El Dorado for addiction treatment.
He completed the treatment program
and is now on a better path. He is currently working full time and enjoying his
new home. He was so very grateful for
the help from Settled Souls and Pax
Christi Little Rock. Thanks to Lee Bass
for taking the food pantry box on this
move.
On March 12, Settled Souls helped Dyn-

asty, and her two children move into a
house. This family had recently moved to
Little Rock from New Orleans. Dynasty
was very thankful for the help moving into
her new home and especially for the food
basket from Pax Christi. She has some
support from an aunt who lives near her
in Little Rock. She is hoping to have her
car repaired soon so that she can become
more independent.
On March 16, Settled Souls helped Joshua, Laura and their children move into a
rental home in North Little Rock. Addiction has contributed to their homelessness, but Joshua and Laura have made
great strides toward a stable family life.
Joshua has been working with his landlord since last fall to bring his rent house
up to code. With the help of the shelter
and transitional housing program at Our
House, Settled Souls and the food pantry
their house now feels more like a ‘home.”
They look forward to spreading more positivity to those experiencing homelessness.
On March 17, Jesse moved into a studio
apartment at Cumberland Towers. In the
past, Jesse had been employed as a bus
driver. After losing his job, he lived in his
van for a long period of time. In 2021,
Jesse received treatment at the Nehemiah
House for his addiction. He is now living a
drug free life style and says that he is
very happy in his apartment. He loves his
new home goods, his special chair for his
balcony and he particularly appreciated
the help he received obtaining a bus pass
to be able to get around town.

Pax Christi Little Rock
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On March 31, Settled
Souls moved Russell into
his new home. Many
thanks to Jan Pipkin for
providing the initial food
pantry. Born in Michigan and raised in
Louisiana, Russell move to Arkansas in
the 1970’s where he joined the army for
three years. Russell has six grown children. He lived in California for the last
15 years, but made a move back to Arkansas, working with Jericho Way to get
off the streets.. He lived for some time at
the Compassion Center. Russell is very
grateful to have his place feel “more like
home.” *Photo Credit: Stephanie Byers
This is the fasting that I wish. . .sharing your bread
with the hungry, sheltering the oppressed and the
homeless; clothing the naked when you see them, and
not turning your back on your own. Isaiah 58: 6-7

SAVE the
DATE
Sunday,
April 24, 2022
2:00 PM
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
1 WORLD AVENUE,
LITTLE ROCK TO
BEACON OF PEACE
AND HOPE
120 RIVERFRONT DRIVE
NORTH LITTLE ROCK

PCLR Members Attend
ACPJ Spring Gathering
Several Pax Christi Little Rock
board members contributed to
and attended the ACPJ Spring
Gathering on Saturday, April 2
at 3 pm in Allsop Park. A Violence Reduction Panel consistAnncha Briggs
ing of community leaders
(Restore Hope, Women and Children First,
BGCCA, AR Community Dispute Resolution
Centers, and L.O.V.E.) was convened and much
discussion held around the
increased violence in Little
Rock and what citizens could
do to make a difference. ACPJ
awarded the Peace Activist
Award to Anncha Briggs folPanel on Violence
lowing the panel discussion.

8th ANNUAL

PILGRIMAGE
For PEACE
Remembrance
Service
3:00 pm
Honoring those
who have died
at the hand
of violence
www.pilgrimageforpeace.com

www.facebook.com/PilgrimageforPeaceLR
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Following Christ Crucified
M. Shawn Copeland
(This is an excerpt from Fr. Richard
Rohr’s daily meditation for Good Friday,
2022.)
Surrendering his life on the cross out of
love for all creation, Jesus somehow places himself (and therefore God) in solidarity with all suffering. Black Catholic theologian M. Shawn Copeland challenges
those who would follow Jesus to likewise
grieve in solidarity with humanity’s suffering through the centuries:
“To know and to follow Christ crucified is to
know and love those children, women, and
men who are poor, excluded, and despised,
made different and unwelcome, lynched and
crucified in our world. . .
If we would follow Christ crucified, we would
hear the echoes of ululation and bitter weeping in Gaza and in Rafah, in Baghdad and in
Beirut, in Cairo and in Kigali. . .
If we would follow Christ crucified, we would
press to our hearts the tears that flowed from
the eyes of Cherokee, Seminole, and Choctaw
children and women and men who limped
through the cold and hunger from Oklahoma
to Arkansas and Alabama and Mississippi. . .
If we would follow Christ crucified, we would
recover the tears that fell on the floors of the
camps at Auschwitz, Treblinka, and Sobibor.
..
If we would follow Christ crucified, we would
retrieve the tears that flowed from the eyes of
children and women and men who crowded
into flimsy boats and old trucks and shipping
containers to suffocate and die in front of

fences strung across the desert, at abandoned
check points on the outer edge of rural towns,
and at heavily guarded borders near rivers
and waterways. . .
If we would follow Christ crucified with attention, reverence and devotion, we would recognize that the tears and blood and moans of
the innocent have been absorbed into the air
we breathe, have seeped into our streams
and. . . oceans, into the earth in which we
plant and from which we harvest and eat.
If we follow with attention, reverence, and devotion the moans and tears of the brutalized
and burned, raped and mutilated, enslaved
and captive across the centuries, we are led to
the ground beneath the cross of the crucified
Jewish Jesus of Nazareth. . .
If we, who would be his disciples, recall the
night before he died, we are led to a table,
from a table to a garden, from a garden to a
courtyard, from a courtyard to a hill, from a
hill to a grave, from a grave to life. The table
holds the self-gift of his very flesh and blood;
the garden is watered by his tears and blood;
and the cross holds him, even as the One
whom he knows and loves lifts him up from
the grave to release him into the surprise of
hope and life.”

(Richard Rohr: The Paschal Mystery we
honor this Holy Week cannot be made
clear for Christians without Christ’s surrendering love to God. It begins with the
Incarnation and culminates in the Resurrection-for him and for each of us.)

