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Blessed are the 

Peacemakers, for 

they shall be called 

the children of God. 

Matthew 5:9 
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• Website: 

www.paxchristilittlerock. 

       org 

• Facebook: 

       Pax Christi Little Rock 
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       3 Noyal Drive 

        Little Rock, AR  72223 

• Phone: 

         (501) 258-8653 

• Email: 

         paxchristilr@gmail.com 

Pax Christi Members Attending Retreat at 

Subiaco with Cackie Upchurch: July 15-17 

Pax Christi Little 

Rock members 

had originally 

signed up to be 

part of the re-

treat, God is With 

Us, presented by 

Cackie Upchurch 

during the week-

end of January 21-23, 2022. 

However, the retreat had to be 

cancelled due to increased Covid 

concerns. The retreat has been 

rescheduled for the weekend of 

July 15-17 and  will be held at 

Coury House on the grounds of 

Subiaco Abbey. 

Catherine (Cackie) Upchurch is a 

theologian, writer and speaker 

with a lifelong calling to Catholic 

lay ministry. She is the general 

editor of the Little Rock Catholic 

Study Bible and author of several 

books in the Alive in the Word se-

ries, including Mary, Moses, 

Christmas, Easter, and Hospitali-

ty. She is a regular contributor to 

Give Us This Day and The Bible 

Today. Cackie retired as Director 

of Little Rock Scripture Study in 

July of 2019 and moved back to 

Fort Smith to be of assistance to 

her mother. She continues to 

share her knowledge through 

books, periodicals and as speak-

er at retreats and seminars.  

Pax Christi Little Rock chose 

this workshop for our annual 

spiritual retreat. According to 

the organizer of this retreat, 

Phyllis Baltz, presentation and 

discussion will center around 

what the Bible tells us about 

God’s desire to meet us, accom-

pany us, and transform us. 

“This will be an opportunity to 

explore a key aspect of biblical 

spirituality-the truth that God is 

with us.”  

The retreat will begin Friday, Ju-

ly 15 at 6:00 pm and will end on 

Sunday, July 17 after lunch. All 

meals will be provided. Taking 

this time to pray and learn more 

about our connection with our 

God and how we are led by God 

in our lives is an important way 

that PCLR lives out the theme of 

prayer, study and action. 

Cackie Upchurch 
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Kimberly moved into 

her new home on May 

13. She was diag-

nosed thirteen years 

ago with bone cancer, 

necessitating surgery 

to remove her right leg below the knee. In 

March, 2021, her home burned down and 

she lost almost all of her belongings. Fortu-

nately, the owner of some apartments let 

her work on fixing up one of the units as a 

deposit and she was able to move in. Her 

mother recently visited her to help her with 

decorating. She is happy to be living in a 

quiet neighborhood and thankful for the 

help in acquiring some of the home goods 

she was missing.  

On May 19, Settled 

Souls and Pax Christi 

helped settle in Dennis. 

Jan Pipkin provided the 

food box. Dennis said 

that it had been many 

years since he had a 

place of his own. He 

most recently lived with his mom for 10 

years until she had to go into a nursing 

home with dementia. This led to Dennis 

becoming homeless. He is very excited to 

have his own place and he was grateful for 

the help to make it feel more like a home. 

On June 3, Settled 

Souls and Pax Christi 

helped settle in Roder-

ick. Fifteen years ago, 

Roderick was injured 

on the job and began 

receiving disability. After his injury, he 

Pax Christi LR Pantry Mission                          

Updates:  May-June, 2022 

On May 3, Settled 

Souls housed 

Chuck and Pax 

Christi provided 

staples, canned 

and fresh foods as 

an initial pantry set-up. Chuck is a 55- 

year-old gentleman who was born and 

raised in Stuttgart. Ho worked as an over

-the-road truck driver from the age of 18. 

He has two adult children. After his 

youngest child left home, he sold him 

house and began driving a dump truck. 

At that time, he was living in motels. In 

2020, Chuck was hit by a car and unable 

to work. He spent some time at the Com-

passion Center and Our House. However, 

he had to leave Our House as he re-

mained unable to work. He was then liv-

ing on the streets until he began receiv-

ing his disability assistance. Chuck has 

now rented an apartment and is very 

thankful for the help he has received in 

moving into his new home. 

My dear Pantry Mission volunteers, We are in 

the midst of one of the hottest summers on 

record and your efforts are doubly appreciated. 

Thank you for all your hard work as we contin-

ue to do our part with Settled Souls and Jeri-

cho Way to give our previously unsheltered 

neighbors a new beginning.  

Beginning June 15, Settled Souls will take a 

well deserved break until the first of July. This 

gives us a moment to look back over the pro-

gress of this year. During the first half of 2022, 

Settled Souls and Pax Christ Pantry Mission 

completed 25 moves. Our goal is to help folks 

feel more settled and comfortable in their new 

homes. You are a part of such an important 

mission. God bless you all. 
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Nothing is more practical than 

finding God, than falling in Love 

in a quite absolute, final way. 

What you are in love with, 

what seizes your imagination,  

will affect everything. 

It will decide 

what will get you out of bed              

in the morning, 

what you do with your evenings,  

how you spend your weekends, 

what you read, whom you know, 

what breaks your heart, 

and what amazes you with joy and 

gratitude. 

Fall in Love, stay in love, 

and it will decide everything. 

Fall in Love  

Joseph Whelan, S.J. 

moved to Atlanta to be close to his 

mother. After his mother passed, Roder-

ick lived by himself until he was evicted. 

He then lived in a tent for four months 

until he moved back to Little Rock to 

live with his aunt. Roderick received an 

apartment through North Little Rock 

housing. He worked for the school dis-

trict in Los Angeles for 25 years before 

the accident. He was very grateful for 

making his new place feel more like a 

home. Thank you to Mary Dandurand 

and Lee Bass for bringing the food! 

On June 7, Mike 

B’s Settled Soul 

team helped settle 

in Keith. While 

Keith worked many 

years in the roofing business, he be-

came disabled and for the past few 

years has been homeless. With help 

from Jericho Way, he secured housing 

and is grateful to be in a more comfort-

able/welcoming place. Many thanks to 

Mary Dandurand and Jan Pipkin for 

supplying the food pantry. 

On June 14, Mike 

B’s team helped 

settle in Gabriel-

le. Gabrielle has 

two sons and re-

cently got a hous-

ing voucher to help get her back on her 

feet. She has a challenging road ahead, 

but having housing is a positive first 

step to becoming more stable. Gabrielle 

is working on getting her children into 

daycare and taking first steps to getting 

a job. Thanks to Mary Hunt and Lee 

Bass for taking the Pax Christi food 

pantry. *Thanks to Stephanie and Lind-

say for information and pictures 
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Bishop-elect Erik 

Pohlmeier, former 

pastor of Christ the 

King Little Rock, 

gave Pax Christi 

Little Rock a big 

surprise before he 

left for his new as-

signment in St. Au-

gustine, Florida. He 

approved our re-

quest for a $3000 grant to help provide 

backpacks filled with school supplies 

for children in five elementary schools 

across Arkansas. Christ the King Cath-

olic Church provides funds every year 

to several different charitable organiza-

tions as part of its tithing commitment. 

For the past four years, Christ the King 

has supported Pax Christi and it’s dif-

ferent mission projects. Bishop-elect 

Pohlmeier will be greatly missed, but 

St. Augustine will be the beneficiary of  

his thoughtfulness, kindness, wisdom, 

and generosity.  

Bishop-Elect Pohlmeier Gifts 

Pax Christi Little Rock  

Bishop-Elect Pohlmeier 

You, however, are “a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people he 

claims for his own to proclaim the glori-

ous works” of the One who called you 

from darkness into His marvelous light. 

1 Peter 2:9                                                                                        

Pax Christi Little Rock          

Initiates Membership Drive 

Pax Christi Little Rock will be coordi-

nating a campaign to attract new mem-

bers over the next few months. Over 

the past 5 1/2 years, Pax Christi has 

focused its efforts on prayer, study and 

action as we have grown our Catholic 

peace movement. Pax Christi has 

prayerfully sought each next step on 

our path. We have sponsored a speaker 

series that has led to partnerships with 

other peace and social justice organiza-

tions in our city, state, and country. 

And we have established several mis-

sions of our own that have supported 

those in need. Through these efforts, 

we have joined with many wonderful 

people and completed projects that we 

believe have made a difference.  

Now, it is time to focus on growing our 

membership by reaching out to differ-

ent parishes in Arkansas and introduc-

ing them to Pax Christi. In the next few 

weeks, we will begin the process of vis-

iting parish councils across central Ar-

kansas and providing them with infor-

mation about the purpose and mission 

of Pax Christi Little Rock. Members will 

then request to present this infor-

mation to congregations in each of 

these churches. As we grow our mem-

bership, it is hoped that our mission of 

peace will grow commensurately. 
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PAX CHRISTI LITTLE ROCK 

PRESENTS 

SR. ILIANA APONTE, DC 

PARISH OUTREACH LIAISON 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF AR 

 

 

 

 

EMPOWERING THE LATINO 

FAMILY: UNITY AND 

STRENGTH IN COMMUNITY 

 

Thursday, August 18           

6:30 pm                            

Fitzgerald Hall                     

St. John’s Catholic Center           

paxchristilr@gmail.com                

On Wednesday, 

June 29, twelve 

PCLR members 

(including Bish-

op Taylor) at-

t ended  t he 

Kumpuris Lec-

ture at the Clinton Presidential Library 

entitled The LGBTQ+ Community and 

the Future of the American Church. 

Three representatives of various Chris-

tian denominations were present to 

have a conversation about how their 

faith traditions have responded to ques-

tions surrounding human sexuality, a 

topic that remains at the foreground of 

deep divisions within many of the larg-

est Christian denominations in the US. 

Presenters included Reverend Frederick 

A. Davie (Senior advisor to the president 

at Union Theological Seminary), Fr. 

James Martin, SJ (Jesuit priest and edi-

tor at large of America magazine), and 

Sarah Wilke (director of global relations 

for the Institute for Discipleship). The 

presentation was moderated by Frank 

Lockwood, Religion editor of the Arkan-

sas Democrat Gazette.   

SAVE THE DATE 
 

PCLR MEMBERS ATTEND      

KUMPURIS LECTURE: THE 

LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY AND THE 

FUTURE OF THE AMERICAN 

CHURCH 

Kumpuris Lecture 

We have come to know and believe in the 

love God has for us. God is love, and he who 

abides in love abides in God, and God in 

him. 1 John 4:16 


